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Beginning this Fall . . . an informative new aid for superintendents 
and all those who work with kindergarten children: KINDER- 
GARTEN SUPERINTENDENT’S BOOKS for use with the Graded 
Lesson Materials! 


Patterned after primary and junior superintendent’s quarterlies, they are designed 
to guide the kindergarten superintendent in administration, supervision, and in 
his work with teachers. Each book contains a chart of the units for use with 
both 4- and 5-year-olds and articles of general interest on the superintendent’s 
duties dealing with the major emphases of the units, explaining the Bible mate- 
rial to be used with kindergarten pupils, and suggesting opportunities for 
group sharing and worship. Resource materials are listed in each quarterly. 
All four quarterly books will be available this Fall. 


Individual quarterlies, $ .75; order for all four quarters at one time and 
save... only $2.50 per yearly set of four 


— ACOMPLETE TWO-YEAR COURSE 
P| us FOR KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN 


QUARTERLY FOR THE TEACHER. A ACTIVITY SHEETS. Thirteen sheets of 








160-page book explaining quarterly ob- 
jectives, giving detailed session-planning 
suggestions and showing how to tie in the 
other curriculum materials. Includes spe- 
cial aids for teachers who are confronted 
with the problems of limited space, com- 
bined sessions for four- and five-year-olds, 
or extended class periods. $ .50 each 


HOME AND CHURCH STORIES. This 
new 40-page book is chock-full of stories, 
songs and poems for pupils to use at home. 
Closely related to class activities, it helps 
children remember and enjoy the stories 
with their families. $ .35 per quarter 


things to do, cut-outs, pictures to color, 
songs, prayers—all designed especially for 
kindergarten children, to help further the 
Christian principles learned in class. $ .30 
per quarterly set 


PICTURE SET. Eight full-color pictures 
on 11” x 15” mounts. Beautifully illus- 
trated child-life and religious subjects. 
$1.50 per quarterly set 


MESSAGE TO PARENTS. An eight-page 
illustrated letter explaining kindergarten 
objectives, telling how parents can sup- 
plement each Sunday's activities. $ .05 
per quarter 


HOME AND CHURCH SONGS. Children’s records you've waited for. Songs that can 
be used directly with Kindergarten Curriculum. Many of the 39 songs come from the 


Bethany Graded Lessons, others are old favorites, still others are brand new. Record Album, 
3 records, more than 32 minutes of music, $2.95; Songbook, fits inside record album for 
easy storage, $ .65; Record Album and Songbook, $3.45 
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Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
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Travel to the HOLY LAND spending 
CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM — 1959 
EASTER IN JERUSALEM —1960 


Join small groups touring the Holy 
Land and Middle East under Christian 
leadership with Harriet-Louise H. Pat- 
terson visiting Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, 
Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Greece and 
Italy. Christmas tour departs Dec. 11. 
Easter Spring tour departs April 1. 
Write for descriptive itinerary booklet 
giving all details. 


MAUPINTOUR ASSOCIATES 


Head Office 
1236 Massachusetts Lawrence, Kansas 
Branch Offices in 
New York — Washington — Tokyo 
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A LONG TIME MY’ MASTER was a pilgrim in the wil- 


time f 

ie Soemnecths A; Keats : eet Jesus Hg a or 
Pastor, First Christlan Church ooking down ata map. [his pilgrimage 
es called him to look up to the heavenly 
Father. For forty days—and that is a 
long time—our Lord struggled on in the 
confidence that God knows both the 

chart and compass of life. 


How wonderful to know that God 
is with us through all our days. Philip 
Nolan, in the immortal story ‘“A Man 
Without a Country,"’ spent a major por- 
tion of his years seeking the real answer 
to life. The fact that this man, con- 
demned to wander the seas, found the 
right answers remains an inspiration to 


e all who search for truth. 
A young mother, deciding to become 
a member of the church, asked her min- 


ister, ‘What am | to believe?" In earlier 
years she had learned a catechism, but 
memorized answers brought neither un- 
derstanding nor satisfaction to her. 


The minister replied, ‘The confession 
of faith is a point of beginning. In the 


church will be found a strengthening of 
companionship amid fellow pilgrims. 
Searching the Scriptures will reveal the 


& 
answers needed for full life. Serving 
God strengthens, through practice, the 
sinews of faith. 


Forty days—forty years—a lifetime 
is all wrapped up in the pilgrim and the 
pilgrimage. The one great confidence 
for us, as for David, is this: “The Lord 
is my shepherd.” In this we know by 
whom we are led. The days and years 
fall away as unimportant. To be a pil- 
grim is enough. 


From “The Pilgrim,’ published by Bethany Press, 
1957. Used by permission. 
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The Lord's Supper and Fellowship 


The following message was a 
sermon delivered by Dr. Gaines 
M. Cook at the opening Com- 
munion service of the second 
General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ at Oberlin, Ohio. 
Dr. Cook was a fraternal delegate 
to the General Synod, represent- 
ing the Christian Churches (Dis- 
ctples of Christ). 


E SURROUND a table of 

memory—the memory of the 
precious record of uncounted mil- 
lions who have come to the Table 
of our Lord at his gracious in- 
vitation. But it is also a “con- 
temporary” table. We assemble 
ourselves in his presence and are 
conscious once more of the mir- 
acle that he promised: Where 
two or three—two or three hun- 
dred—two or three thousand— 
any number “have come together 
in my name, there will I be in 
their midst.” 

Search the hills and caves of 
Palestine but you will find no 
momument erected to the mem- 
ory of Jesus Christ. There are 
shrines and alleged holy places. 
There is an empty tomb. But 
nowhere will you see the inscrip- 
tion: “Here lies the body of 
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by Gaines M. Cook 


Executive Secret 
International Convention of Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ), Indianapolis, Indiana 


Jesus Christ.” The monument— 
if we dare call it that—rests in 
the living fellowship of those who 
have risen with him and who 
walk together along familiar 
paths, who speak an understand- 
able language and who are toil- 
ing side by side in his cause. 
What more fitting memorial than 
this kind of living fellowship? 

Two words in the New Testa- 
ment have always disturbed me 
because there seems to be no 
adequate expression of their 
meaning in the institutional life 
of the church. 

One of these is ecclesia mean- 
ing, I believe, “the company of 
thoes who were called.” The 
other is koinonia signifying a 
common participation, a together- 
ness, a community life in which 
the “faithful” are bound to serve 
each other through a common 
sharing in Christ and in the Holy 
Spirit. What is held together is 
not an organization but that 
which may be best described as 
the “body of Christ.” 

I believe that fellowship tran- 
scends the institution, supersedes 
the doctrine and escapes our at- 
tempt to confine it organization- 
ally. 


I am indebted to Emil Brunner, 
brilliant Swiss theologian, for the 
concept in his book Misunder- 
standing of the Church that the 
koinonia or body of Christ is 
“fellowship” and nothing more. 
It is no ordinary fellowship in the 
sense of smiles and congeniality, 
however. It is “horizontal” in 
that the followers of Christ pos- 
sessing him in common are 
brought together by great and 
divine purposes. The fellowship 
is ‘vertical’ in that we have an 
invasion of the Holy Spirit itself, 
which engages in our conversa- 
tion and leads our company to 
the fulfillment of Christ’s service. 

I believe thoroughly in our at- 
tempt to relate ourselves respon- 
sibly in the church or churches 
for the extension of his kingdom. 
But we err when we identify 
structure with either the concept 
of ecclesia or koinonia. Here we 
must re-examine the nature of the 
body of Christ and the arms of 
that body, which we in our imper- 
fect knowledge and skill have 
fashioned to do his will. 

This then is really all that we 
have—“a continuing, recreated 
fellowship of Christians, horizon- 
tal in our communication and 
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activities, joined in a vertical fel- 
lowship with the living Christ.” 

By its nature, the church is 
not buildings. We erect them 
with our hands. We fashion 
them according to our skills. 
They are our human attempt to 
create the edifice reflecting the 
spirit and purpose of God. 

If buildings were all that the 
church consisted of, then we 
would all be guilty of idolatry. 
We enter the doors of these lovely 
edifices and are conditioned by 
architecture, art, stained glass, 
music, form and symbol. They 
become the medium through 
which we enter into the deeper 
fellowship of the church itself. 
The church is not organization. 
We create and manipulate that. 
Organization is necessary if we 
are to relate and direct respon- 
sibly. We are more in danger of 
poor organization or irresponsible 
relations than we are of good 
organization, but we must never 
equate this with either the ec- 
clesia or the koinonia. 

The church is not creeds or doc- 
trines. At best these are a 
limited expression of our under- 
standing. It is our attempt to 
grasp in our finite minds the in- 
finite truths that are both our 
heritage and experience. How- 
ever, the sorry spectacle of our 
multiple denominations, creeds 
and sects is eloquent testimony of 
the fact that we have taken too 
long to see that these are neither 
the ecclesia nor the koinonia. 


Dynamic Force 


Therefore, we can only con- 
clude that the church uses build- 
ings, organizations and creeds to 
implement the fellowship, and 
uses doctrines to implement a dy- 
namic force, which by its nature 
can only exist “where two or 
three are gatherd together in his 
name and in his presence.”’ There 
the Koinonia actually exists. 

Let us search the vocabulary 
once more for a truly descriptive 
word. “Covenant” may help to 
describe it. You are in the proc- 
ess of fulfilling a covenant. You 
have entered into this venture be- 
cause you have acknowledged the 
presence of the living Lord in 
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your corporate life. When fol- 
lowers of Christ in all humility 
“covenant together’ for friend- 
ship, worship, work, compassion 
and suffering, then koinonia ap- 
pears. 

Nothing could be more eloquent 
than the much-used phrase “the 
body of Christ.’’ In a body all 
of the parts have need of the 
other parts—the hand, the foot, 
the eye, the ear, the mouth. What 
an eloquent description of the real 
church this is! This is why the 
life of the body of Christ must 
always be kept in balance. A 
church that overemphasizes wor- 
ship is reverent but may become 
formal and cold. A church that 
overemphasizes teaching may re- 
sult in intellectually competent 
members who are emotionally 
sterile and evangelistically static. 
Overemphasis on fellowship in 
the common use of the term may 
result in a “friendly” congrega- 
tion but one that tends to become 
a social club and is superficial 
in its churchmanship. These are 
only a few examples of the pit- 
falls encountered when the fel- 
lowship fails to keep its balance. 


Covenant Relationship 


In the New Testament sense all 
three of these emphases comple- 
ment and implement each other. 
In the last analysis, however, it 
is all fellowship. It is fellow- 
ship in worship—the corporate 
act. It is fellowship in teaching 
—a shared and social experience. 
It is fellowship in the sacrament 
of friendly association that we 
commonly call Christian fellow- 
ship. 

The koinonia—this covenant 
relationship, this mutuality—ex- 
presses itself in worship, work, 
prayer, study, giving, evangelism 
and healing. No part can say to 
the other parts, “I have no need 
of thee.” 

Lest we assume that the local 
congregation of Christians, the 
denominational or interdenomina- 
tional organizations and programs 
are antithetical to the Koinonia, 
let it be pointed out that in a 
very real sense the fellowship is 
dependent upon the institution in 
at least three of its aspects: first, 
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in creating the fellowship; second, 
in nurturing the fellowship; and 
third, in extending the fellowship. 

The local congregation is a 
laboratory. Where else except in 
the family do people of all ages 
work, worship, learn and play 
together? Where else do ma- 
ture people feel their responsibil- 
ity to nurture the immature? 
Where else are cultural differ- 
ences leveled so that it can be 
said: “There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor free, male nor 
female’? Where else is eligibility 
unlimited by race, age, sex or 
culture? Your eligibility for this 
is set forth in Jesus’ familiar 
words ‘whosoever will may 
come.” 

Our part is to accept each 
other, to love and esteem each 
other. The church gives us the 
right to love and forgive but little 
else. We assume reponsibilities 
for each other not because we 
are good or bad, ignorant or wise, 
foolish or prudent, but because 
the demands of the Koinonia 
create a mutuality that has been 
recognized must clearly in the 
Protestant tradition. Would it be 
going too far to say that we are 
priests to each other? Each mem- 
ber of a congregation having one 
thousand members has 999 priests 
and is priest to the other 999 
members. That is what the uni- 
versal priesthood of all believers 
means. 

We cannot emphasize _ too 
strongly that the church is not a 
club for saints but a hospital for 
sinners. We may not use all of 
the techniques of psychiatric 
treatment on each other but we 
all know the healing power of 
love in the sense that Paul de- 
scribed it in 1 Corinthians 13. How 
well Paul phrased it when he 
said: “Brethren, if a man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye who are 
spiritual restore such a one in 
the spirit of humility, consid- 
ering thyself lest thou also be 
tempted.” 

The institution, therefore, 
serves the fellowship by creating 
a situation in which candidates 
for ‘immortal personality” con- 
front each other and by the power 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Whose Feast? 


F A member of one of our churches were 

asked the name of the activity in the 
morning worship which consists in eating 
bread and drinking from a cup, he would 
most likely say, “This is the Lord’s Supper.” 

On the other hand, if he were asked to ex- 
plain the meaning of this ritual he might 
likely say that it is a memorial service, “a 
Feast of remembrance.” By doing this in 
remembrance of Christ, we “show forth his 
death” and receive strength for the daily life, 
as well. 

Today is designated as World Communion 
Sunday. For us it is another weekly service. 
However, we can surely learn something 
from this universal celebration while we are 
witnessing to our concept of the meaning 
and frequency of the Supper. 


Let us ask a question then: If the pri- 
mary emphasis is to be put upon our remem- 
brance of Christ, whose Feast is it? Is it 
still the Lord’s Supper? Surely this must be 
so. He is the Celebrant. He invites us to 
his Table; we are not inviting him to ours. 

If it is his Supper, and he invites us to it, 
then he must be “truly present,” to use the 
words of another tradition. He would not 
invite us and then fail to be present to re- 
ceive us. We need neither to accept a physi- 
cal or metaphysical concept of his presence, 
nor to become overly mystical about a spir- 
itual presence, to see that a “true presence” 
is something we both believe and want. 


Many have emphasized only the command 
to commune and have left the Table spirit- 
ually hungry as a result. Others have rightly 
stressed the fellowship values in group re- 
membrance of Christ’s sufferings, but have 
seen nothing more than that. 

Perhaps today we may gain still further 
blessing by recognizing the Host at his own 
table. If we do we will be drawn a bit closer 
to others who love and serve the Lord, even 
as we, but find it impossible to believe that 
they can spread a common table on behalf 
of the Host. 

Our observation has been that gathering 
together at the Lord’s table has a more uni- 
fying effect than any other action that di- 
vided Christians can take. It is dear to all 
Christians and many feel that they must pro- 
tect it from misuse by unworthy followers. 
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The Host may have more in store for his 
guests than any of us have seen. May he 
hasten the day when we shall let him unite 
us with himself and with one another at his 
table. 


Clamoring for the Mediocre 


WO baseball teams have won their re- 
Ef fotetan league championships, and one of 
them could possibly be world’s champion 
today. Although the outcome of the races 
was still in doubt when these lines were writ- 
ten, it is probably not the New York Yankees. 

This brings to mind some interesting his- 
tory. Two decades ago the cry went up to 
“break up the Yankees.” They seem to have 
been too good. Then, no later than a year 
ago, the cry was raised again. “You just 
can’t beat them!” But they have been beaten 
this year. 

At the bottom of the scale, the argument 
continues. This team always loses the sea- 
son by forty games. This team hasn’t won 
a pennant in forty years. (Did it win this 
year?) “They simply are not good enough 
to play major league ball. They should be 
dropped.” 

What is wanted—mediocre baseball, with 
everyone playing .500 for the season? Would 
the sports public really be happy, if every 
team were “average”? We doubt it. Maybe 
it’s change that we like. 

Anyway, it isn’t very important on the 
scale of values. . The attitude, however, 
spills over into places where it does matter. 
Sometimes it seems as if the churches have 
settled for a mediocre expression of Chris- 
tianity. 

We're strong against sin. That is, sin in 
general, and several particular sins, espe- 
cially those not our own. No one must be 
too bad. There is a place to draw the line. 


On the other hand propose a really sinless 
life, and a standard of perfection for indi- 
vidual or for society and it’s: “Break up the 
Yankees.” ‘What do you think I am—per- 
fect?” ‘Nobody’s perfect.” There is not 
really much danger that we would become 
as proficient in our league as the Yankees 
were in theirs. We don’t train hard enough. 
It’s the mediocre that is really attractive. 
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Thomas Campbell-= | 


Neither Brilliant Nor Eloquent, T. Campbell Was 
a Sincere Christian and Author of a Great Unity Statement 


Inasmuch as the DECLARATION 
AND ADDRESS was published in 
October, 1809, it seems appropri- 
ate that this lecture about Thom- 
as Campbell be included in this 
October 4 issue of the Disci- 
ples’ weekly. Dr. McAllister gave 
the address at the Denver, Colo- 
rado, assembly of the Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian 
Churches. 


MPORTANT historical anniver- 

saries are always a time of com- 
munity celebration. Such is the 
case with the sesquicentennial of 
that important document of Dis- 
ciple history, the Declaration and 
Address. On such an occasion it 
is not only natural that we think 
of Thomas Campbell, but it is 
imperative that we review the 
life and contribution of this dis- 
tinguished American religious 
leader. 


When Thomas Campbell came 
to western Pennsylvania in 1807 
there were fewer than 300,000 
people this side of the Allegheny 
mountains, with a population of 
only four million people in the 
entire United States. However, 
the wilderness was fast filling. The 
roads west swarmed with wagon- 
loads of settlers and their live- 
stock. The ruggedness of a wild 
uncultivated region caused these 
pioneers to develop a bold and 
self-reliant spirit which, at the 
same time, tended to impart 
roughness as well as awkward- 
ness to manners. 


Life was often lived danger- 
ously and boisterously. Morals 
and intellectual life were at a 
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low ebb. There was little time 
for reading and few books to be 
read. However, in the midst of 
all this, it is not an exaggeration 
to say that Thomas Campbell was 
perhaps the most learned man on 
the American frontier. 

As the story of Thomas Camp- 
bell’s life is pieced out of the 
scanty materials which have been 
preserved for us, simple candor 
compels us to confess that he was 
not a great man in the sense 
of much that the world calls 
greatness. Though gifted with 
excellent intellectual ability, he 
was not outstandingly brilliant. 
Though effective in public speech 
and writing, he had few of the 
attributes of a great preacher, 
and in his writing used a verbose 
style ill-suited to the frontier. 
Yet, he was an humble and sin- 
cere, pious and devout servant 
of Christ. Not possessing the full 
powers or dynamic leadership of 
his more gifted son, Alexander, 
Thomas Campbell willingly 
stayed in the background of the 
movement which his own prin- 
ciples brought into being. 

Campbell’s desire, during all 
these stirring events, was to be 
left alone to minister to people 
as a simple clergyman, with the 
privilege of preaching and teach- 
ing his convictions without inter- 
ference. When challenged he un- 
hesitatingly defended his posi- 
tion, but it was not a task which 
he relished. 

A true conception of Thomas 
Campbell, the man, can be re- 
vealed only after the known facts 
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of his life have been carefully 
fitted together and _ reviewed. 
That he was pious is well attested 
to by the many references in his 
life story to the practice of daily 
devotions in the family, dating 
from the earliest days of his mar- 
ried life in Ireland. He was the- 
ologically a Calvinist and re- 
mained one, in every point except 
baptism, to the end of his days. 
With all of his many admirable 
qualities, Thomas Campbell was 
undoubtedly tedious at times. His 
sermons were more than two 
hours in length, and his contribu- 
tions to the Christian Baptist and 
the Millennial Harbinger were 
anything but brief. 


These are only superficial at- 
tributes, however. They are not 
the qualities for which he is, or 
deserves to be, remembered. 
Careful analysis of Thomas 
Campbell’s years both in Ireland 
and in America would seem to 
justify the assumption that he 
made three major contributions 
to his life and times. 

The first contribution of Thom- 
as Campbell, for forty-five years 
in Ireland and for approximately 
the same amount of time in 
America, was as father, pastor 
and teacher. It must never be 
forgotten that Thomas Campbell 
was chief teacher of his son, 
Alexander. Behind most out- 
standing men is usually to be 
found an equally outstanding 
teacher. It was he who guided 
much of Alexander’s elementary 
training in Ireland. Since Alex- 
ander had only a relatively few 
months at the university, it was 
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The Man 






by Lester G. McAllister 


Provost, Bethany College 
Bethany, West Virginia 


the father who continued the 
son’s training in this country. 
Thomas Campbell’s five years 
at Glasgow University and at the 
Anti-burgher Seceder seminary at 
Whitburn, a village midway be- 
tween Edinburgh and Glasgow, 
thoroughly prepared him intel- 
lectually for his work as a min- 
ister. In the work of his parish 
Thomas Campbell was greatly 
respected both as pastor and as 
preacher. Of necessity, he turned 
teacher to supplement his meagre 
salary as an Anti-burgher Se- 
ceder minister, both at Rich Hill 
and Ahorey in County Armagh. 


The second contribution of 
Thomas Campbell was as an able 
assistant to his talented and 
forceful son. While it is true 
that Campbell’s most progressive 
and creative years were those up 
to and including the writing of the 
Declaration and Address, it is 
equally true that the last half of 
his life had its contribution to 
make also. 


From 1819 until his death in 
1854 Thomas Campbell lived and 
worked at Bethany with his son. 
He assisted in the labors of Buf- 
falo Seminary, in the editing and 
publishing of both the Christian 
Baptist and the Millennial Har- 
binger, and in frequent preaching 
tours in behalf of the cause of 
reform, as long as his health 
would permit. 

The essential importance of 
these years after 1809 is the elder 
Campbell’s steadying influence on 
the newly formed group. Thomas 
Campbell provided stability to the 
young movement and served as a 
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check against his son’s excesses. 
There are times in the life of 
Alexander Campbell when the 
wise counsel of the father served 
to keep the son from an extreme 
viewpoint. Such an instance was 
the discussion in the pages of the 
Millennial Harbinger over the 
Christian’s relation to slavery. 
The third and greatest contri- 
bution of Thomas Campbell was 
the writing of that magnificent 
document of the ecumenical 
church, the Declaration and Ad- 
dress, a most significant addition 
to the shelf of the church’s liter- 
ature on Christian union. The 
Declaration and Address is a most 
important document and_ the 
formulation of its principles alone 
would entitle Thomas Campbell 
to an honored place in the history 
of the church. Rouse and Neill, 
in their monumental History of 
the Ecumenical Movement, have 
called the Declaration and Ad- 
dress ‘“‘one of the great milestones 
on the path of Christian unity in 
America, ... (it) was a Decla- 
ration of Independence to ll 
those on the frontier who desired 
to transcend the sectarian spirit.” 
Paul Tillich, the noted theolo- 
gian, has said: “The difference 
between the European student 
and the American student is that 
the European student says, ‘Let 
us look to the past and see if we 
can find a solution out of human 
experience,’ and the American 
student says, ‘Let us experiment 
and find a new way—a new an- 
swer.’” Thomas Campbell was 
really an advance leader of the 
American mood, typical of the 










many thousands of disillusioned 
Europeans who looked upon the 
newness of America for a new 
opportunity. Campbell had a firm 
belief in the fluidity of the Amer- 
ican frontier—the new opportu- 
nity of the New World. He knew 
full well the sharpness of the 
sectarian spirit in northern Ire- 
land and in Scotland. He did not 
wish to see these sects imported 
to the frontier of America. He 
believed that even as God gave 
man a new opportunity in Christ, 
so God now had given man a 
new chance in a virgin country. 


Thomas Campbell’s message to 
freedom-loving Americans was— 
push through the tangled under- 
brush of the Protestant creeds, 
which are for the most part hu- 
man opinions only, to the pure 
spring of Bible truth. Unite in 
Christian Associations, reject hu- 
man creeds and rally around the 
Bible alone. ‘Sick and tired of 
the bitter jarrings and janglings 
of a party spirit”’—so Campbell 
described himself after his break 
with Presbyterianism. “We would 
desire to be at rest,” he wrote, 
“and, were it possible, we would 
also desire to adopt and recom- 
mend such measures as would 
give rest to our brethren through- 
out all the Churches: as would 
restore unity, peace and purity to 
the whole Church of God.” 

In the Declaration and Address, 
Thomas Campbell emphasized the 
rediscovery of the Bible as the 
living library in which God gives 
His Word afresh to each genera- 
tion. Especially is this true of 

(Continued on page 24.) 
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Communion 
by Anita Smith 


Holy hands that broke the bread 
And breaking, blessed, 

And blessing, lifted up our hearts 
With love to God; 


Then took the cup and lifted it 

As his own heart 

To share with us God’s great concern 
That we be one: 


One body now, around the world 
We are in prayer 

That in our hands and in our hearts 
God’s will may flow. 


Past Bread and Wine 
by Berniece Ayers Hall 


The proffered cup, the broken bread, 
The silence of this holy place, 

The gleaming white of Table spread, 
Are nought—unless my soul embrace 
Beyond this ancient rite, outpoured, 
The Presence of the Living Lord! 
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Communion Prayer 
by Joseph G. Bryan 


It is with grateful hearts, our Father, that 
we gather about this table of remembrance, 
knowing that as Thou didst sit with the 
Twelve about that first table in the upper 
room, so wilt Thou, in spirit, be also with us 
now. 


Here, with Thy blessing, Lord, may we 
feed upon the bread of life; drink deep from 
springs of infinite love. Here, may we grasp 
with firmer. hands the eternal grace; here, 
know afresh the calm of sins forgiven. 


And from this table retiring, we would 
that our lives might mirror more perfectly 
the image of Him with whom we have com- 
muned, and in whose name we pray. 


_Amen 
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October 18 


Laymen’s Sunday 


NEw YorK—Laymen will occupy 
pulpits in thousands of Protestant 
churches, preaching sermons and 
conducting services of worship, on 
Laymen’s Sunday, Oct. 18. 

This Sunday is set aside in 
churches all over the United States 
and in Canada for laymen to partici- 
pate in their churches. It is their 
day to give public witness to their 
faith, to pledge renewed participa- 
tion in the church’s life and work, 
and to rededicate themselves to the 
will of God and the needs of people. 

The day is sponsored by United 
Church Men, a general department 
of the National Council of Churches 
which also sponsors Community Fel- 
lowship Rallies. 

“The purpose of the special Sun- 
day observance on the third Sunday 
in October is not to minimize the 
importance of the ordained minis- 
try,” said Samuel J. Patterson, Jr., 
general director of United Church 
Men, in announcing the annual ob- 
servance. 

“Rather, it is to enlist and encour- 
age all laymen to take part fully in 
the life and witness of the church. 
Pastors who have made sure that 
this observance is included in the 
calendar of the congregation and 
have given it endorsement, testify 
that they have been richly rewarded. 
Also, their sympathetic counsel with 
laymen responsible for the worship 
on that day has been greatly appre- 
ciated.” 

The 1959 theme for Laymen’s Sun- 
day, chosen by United Church Men’s 
Board of Directors, is taken from 
Ephesians 4:1 (RSVB), and is “You 
have been called.” It occurs in the 
“epistle” reading for this Sunday 
according to the ancient calendar of 
the Christian year, and it calls at- 
tention to the fact that what we 
are called to do as Christians is based 
on what God has done for us. 


RNA Plans 


CLEVELAND, OHI0O—The Religious 
Newswriters Association will hold 
its 12th annual meeting next year 
in Denver, Colo., April 24-26, it was 
announced here by Richard Wager, 
religion editor of the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer, who is president of the or- 
ganization. 

Host for the meeting will be the 
Department of Journalism of Denver 
University, assisted by the two local 
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daily newspapers, the Denver Post 
and the Rocky Mountain News, the 
lliff School of Theology and Meth- 
odist Information. 


Billy Graham 
In Little Rock 


Preaching Repentance 


& 
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LITTLE ROCK, 
some 30,000 Arkansans in Little 
Rock’s War Memorial Stadium, 
Evangelist Billy Graham declared 
that “through me, God is warning 
the people of Little Rock and Arkan- 
sas to repent just as He warned the 
people through Noah. No man will 
get into Heaven if he hasn’t re- 
pented. God is great and mighty, 
but He cannot judge or destroy a 
man who is living in Christ.” Among 
those present in the crowd, which 
included both Negroes and whites, 
were state and city officials, and 
Gov. Orval Faubus. 


New Episcopal Journal 


New YorK—Henry L. McCorkle 
of Swarthmore, Pa., managing edi- 
tor of Presbyterian Life, has been 
named editor-in-chief of Forth 
magazine, official monthly of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
U.S. effective Jan. 1, 1960. 

His appointment was announced 
here by Robert E. Kenyon, chair- 
man of the Church’s Magazine Ad- 
visory Board. An Episcopal layman, 
Mr. McCorkle, 35, will succeed pres- 
ent Forth editor William E. Leidt 
of New York, who will continue as 
executive secretary of the denomi- 
nation’s Division of Publications. 

Mr. McCorkle has been associated 
with Presbyterian Life (circulation 
over 1,000,000), bi-weekly organ of 
the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., since 1947. Joining the 
staff as a reporter, he became an 
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associate editor in 1948 and man- 
aging editor in 1957. 

Forth, with a circulation of 
about 50,000, will be used for “ex- 
perimentation” in developing a pro- 
jected new national magazine aimed 
to serve the interests of all Episco- 
palians, it was reported earlier this 
year by the advisory board. The 
board was established by the de- 
nomination’s 1958 triennial General 
Convention at Miami Beach, Fla., to 
“study, design, pilot-test and ap- 
praise” plans for the proposed pub- 
lication. 


'59 Christian Education 
Week Sept. 27—Oct. 4 


New YorK—Christian Education 
Week which ends Oct. 4 is emphasiz- 
ing the joint responsibility of homes 
and churches for continuing growth 
in Christian faith and understanding 
in local communities. 

“The Christian and His Church” 
is the theme selected for the Sept. 
27 to Oct. 4 observance. 

Christian Education Week is spon- 
sored annually by the National 
Council of Churches’ Division of 
Christian Education. Protestant de- 
nominations cooperating through the 
National Council will utilize the ob- 
servance to demonstrate that Chris- 
tian education is a basic means 
whereby the church’s purpose is ful- 
filled. . 

“The church is not a monument 
of brick and mortar, not a congenial 
social group, not the minister, not 
even a large and well-organized de- 
nomination,” notes A. L. Roberts, in 
announcing the annual observance. 

Mr. Roberts is general director of 
the National Council’s Commission 
on General Christian Education. 

“Rather, is the church a world- 
wide fellowship of people like our- 
selves meeting for worship, study 
and service. 

“All Christians hold certain com- 
monly shared values, experiences 
and beliefs, living these from day 
to day in the home. This sort of 
education must not end in the home, 
but must be carried on in the church 


Construction Peak 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Church con- 
struction in August, totaling $89,- 
000,000, set an all-time high, top- 
ping the previous record-high set in 
July, the Departments of Commerce 
and Labor announced here. 

The total exceeded August, 1958, 
by $10,000,000. 
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Town-Country Convocation Oct. 20-22 


NEw York, N. Y.—Every 
phase of the rapidly changing 
Town and Country Church move- 
ment in America will be exam- 
ined when some 1,000 churchmen, 
laymen, and rural life specialists 
meet at the National Convocation 
on the Church in Town and Coun- 
try in Louisville, Ky., Oct. 20-22. 


An annual gathering under spon- 
sorship of the National Council of 
Churches, the meeting this year will 
also be co-sponsored by the Ken- 
tucky and Louisville Councils of 
Churches. 


The National Convocation brings 
together experts on rural and ur- 
ban-rural life. Delegates will seek 
to establish the new role of the 
church in dealing with the social 
changes brought about by declining 
farm population and mushrooming 
urban-rural areas. 

Through a series of 20 workshops, 
delegates will grapple with such 


problems as_ agricultural policy, 
rural-industrial community, pastor- 
laymen relationships, the church 


and faith healing, areas of persistent 
poverty, the church and the alco- 
holic, the church and the aging, vo- 
cational guidance, and the churches 
in areas of racial tension. 


The convocation will hold day and 
night sessions for its three days in 
the Sheraton-Seelbach Hotel, Louis- 
ville. Dale W. Medearis, Indianap- 
olis, Ind., town and country direc- 
tor for The United Christian Mission- 
ary Society, will preside as depart- 
ment chairman. 


Chef Offers Service 
To Dr. Schweitzer 


“Crocodile Steak” 


MILWAUKEE—A Milwaukeean will 
make the shift in October from 
slicing beef for businessmen , and 
truck drivers here to preparing 
crocodile for African natives in the 
hospital compound of Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer at Lambarene, French 
Equatorial Africa. 

Herman Leis, operator of the 
Stockyards cafeteria here, said he 
was not planning the trip “for kicks 
but to help out in the best way I 
can.” 

Leis, 47, will relieve the hospital 
chef for a month’s vacation. He got 
the idea for the trip while attending 
Grace Evangelical and Reformed 
Church of Milwaukee. 


“Why can’t I do something too?” 
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was the thought that crossed Leis’ 
mind. 

Leis will arrive in the dry season 
when, he was advised, many croco- 
diles are available. Determined to 
do the best he can with the food at 
hand, he has written to a magazine 
for crocodile recipes. Mostly the 
diet is fruit and vegetables, raised 
at the compound. 

He will travel at his own expense. 
In addition he plans to give several 
thousand dollars to Dr. Schweitzer. 
He already has about $2,000 and 
friends will help with the rest. 

Some of the contributions are ex- 
pected to come from the laymen’s 
conference of the Wisconsin Council 
of Churches. Leis has been a mem- 
ber of the group’s governing com- 
mittee for six years. He has been 
a Sunday school teacher for many 
years. 


He was scheduled to fly to Africa 
about Sept. 20. 


IDOLS FOR YOUTH 


IrHaca, N. Y.—American youth 
is “obsessed by four idols—popu- 
larity, money, cars and clothes,” the 


we = 


64th anniversary convention of the 
Luther League of America was told 
ere. 


“Oddly enough, these same four 
idols are also the primary worries 
that confront the nation’s young 
people today,” said Dr. Wilton E. 
Bergstrand of Minneapolis, youth 
director of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church. 

Warning members of the League, 
official youth auxiliary of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, not to 
let the world run them through “the 
damp laundry of conformity,” he 
emphasized that Christian youth 
“should not be conformed to this 
world but transformed to the like- 
ness of Jesus Christ.” 


QUAKERS HIT ADS 


GUILFORD COLLEGE, N. C.—North 
Carolina Quakers were asked here 
to boycott magazines, newspapers 
and radio or TV programs which ac- 
cept advertising of alcoholic bever- 
ages. 

A report presented at the 262nd 
annual session of the North Caro- 
lina Yearly Meeting of Friends also 
labelled social drinking “one of the 
greatest menaces of our society.” 
It said, “the reticence of some of our 
Christian leaders on this topic is as 
amazing as it is disappointing.” 


Five World Council Presidents at Rhodes 


FIVE PRESIDENTS of the World Council of Churches are shown in this 
view of delegates at the WCC Central Committee’s annual meeting in 


Rhodes, Greece. 


In front row (right) are (wearing business suit) Meth- 


odist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires, Argentina, and (ex- 
treme right), Bishop Otto K. Dibelius of Berlin, head of the Evangelical 


Church in Germany (EKID). 


Second row (right of aisle, left to right): 


Henry Knox Sherrill of the Protestant Episcopal Church; Dr. John Baillie 
of Edinburgh, Scottish theologian; and Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma 
of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar. 


THE CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 

















Now... a@ Revised Standard Version Bible with 








e all bindings stamped in genuine gold 

¢ 3-color presentation page 

e easy-to-read 9-point, Times Roman type 
+ page size: 512’ x 86” 


# 4800X. Maroon buckram 
over boards; India paper; 
leatheroid spine; headband; 
2-color dust jacket; less than 
Pee Ws seccncas $9.00 


# 4807X, 4807XR. Blackor 
red genuine leather; India 
paper; limp style; round cor- 
ners; gold edges; ribbon 
marker; boxed; lessthan 144” 
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# 4808X, 4808XR. Blackor 
red genuine cowhide; Nelson 
Indopaque paper; semi-over- 
lapping covers; round cor- 
ners; gold edges; ribbon 
marker; boxed; only 13/16” 
thick ...........§17.80 


#4868XR (shown above), 4868X. Red or 
black genuine morocco; leather-lined; Nelson 
Indopaque paper; semi-overlapping covers; 
round corners; gold edges; ribbon marker; boxed; 
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Concordance and Genter Column References 


Contains more than 1,500 pages, yet is handsomely thin 


This long-awaited edition of the RSV Bible can make your 
reading of Holy Scripture more spiritually rewarding than 
ever. Added to the clear, easy-to-understand RSV text are 
invaluable aids for Biblical study. 

More than 75,000 center column references direct you to 
other passages having a common theme. Some references 
illustrate the meaning of a verse. Others complete the thought 
or indicate its outcome. To locate passages in which a par- 
ticular word or name appears, there is a 192-page concise 
concordance and list of proper names. Twelve full-color maps 
help you follow the Biblical story more easily. 

Clearly readable type, opaque white paper, the best in cloth 
and leathers have been used to give you an edition of the 
Scriptures which your family and friends will use and treasure 
for years to come. You'll want to own... and give... the 
new RSV Concordance Reference Bible. 


Now on sale at your book store and denominational publishing house 


THOMAS NELSOn & SONS 


Exclusive publishers of the Revised Standard Version Bible 
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“Since your husband Jim passed on 
. it's almost two years now, 
isn't it? . . . surely, you must 

have thought of . . . of remarrying.” 

He stopped abruptly.” 





eck for Yourself 


Ulustrated by FitzSimmons 


ORA JEFFREY wiped her 

hands on her pink tea apron 
and smoothed her blond curls. 
She’d just seen Preacher Lynn 
Gross come up the walk, and she 
wanted to look neat when he 
came. She reached the hall just 
as the buzzer sounded. 

“Sister Jeffrey,” the bachelor- 
preacher began, after finally 
managing to untangle his long 
legs enough to sink into Nora’s 
best easy chair. That chair was 
getting to be a bit smudgy. Bet- 
ter remind Jimmy to quit plop- 
ping into it right after he’d 
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by Esther Loewen Vogt 


bounced in from ball practice. 
“Mrs. Jeffrey, I—my mission 
to your home today isn’t one that 
I’m accustomed to,” the young- 
ish man smiled rather stiffly. He 
came on Fridays to play quiet 
games with her small, bed-ridden 
Joey, but today was Tuesday. 
Nora noticed that his temples 
were grayer, his face more lined. 
Her glance slid to the collar of 
his white shirt. That sloppy 
housekeeper of his! Why, the 
collar was positively rumpled! 
He was evidently burdened and 
ill at ease about something, and 
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needed a bit of priming. ‘“What’s 
the trouble, Preacher?” 

He cleared his throat. “Since 
your husband Jim passed on— 
it’s almost two years now, isn’t 
it?—surely, you must have 
thought of—of remarrying... .” 
He stopped abruptly. 

Nora waited. Was he trying 
to propose to her? How ridicu- 
lous! Preposterous, too! She’d 
never make a preacher’s wife. 
She wasn’t one bit prim or se- 
date, and gaiety, egged on by 
laughter, just simply permeated 
her. Flippant, her mother had 
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dubbed her. Giddy, Jim had 
teased her. Marry a preacher? 
She almost had to laugh! In- 
stead, she gave her blond head 
a quick toss and replied evenly: 

“Well, you see, sir, with my 
three children—you know them! 
One’s a semi-invalid and one’s a 
dynamo of ball-playing energy, 
and the third one’s a musical off- 
beat—plus a giddy wench like 
me! Any sane person wouldn’t 
possibly. . . .” 

His tired eyes narrowed. ‘Why 
should anyone want to change 
anything? If I were speaking for 
myself, I’d—I’d—only, you see, 
it’s like this. There are two of our 
most upstanding men of the com- 
munity who have asked me to— 
find out—if there’d be a chance 
for them—to press their respec- 
tive suits.” 

Press their suits? Nora’s lips 
twitched with laughter. What 
he evidently was trying to say 
that they were after her dear lit- 
tle hand in marriage. And it 
apparently wasn’t Preacher Gross 
himself. That was evident. 

“Y-you see,” the man stumbled 
on, “there’s our music director. 
Paul Welte’s a fine person of a 
man, you know. He—he has a 
good position with the college 
music department, and he feels 
that with his—uh—standing in 
the community he couldn’t very 
well afford to jeopardize it by be- 
ing—you know—made a fool of 
by being turned down. And with 
your Kathy being so musical and 
ro) 

“Go on.” Nora smiled coyly. 
“T find all this very interesting. 
Who’s the other suitor?” Might 
as well know the worst. Then 
it could be settled, no doubt, with 
Eeny, Meeny, Miney.... 

“Dr. Harry de Camp.” The 
preacher’s voice broke into her 
musing. “What with your Joey 
having that heart condition, he 
might be the most logical person 
to have around.” 

So Harry de Camp was also in 
the picture. ‘And he likewise 
doesn’t wish his reputation 
slurred by being rejected, I sup- 
pose,” Nora murmured dryly. 

“Well. . . .” Lynn Gross un- 
folded his lanky frame like an 
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opened jackknife and arose. “If 
you’re interested in these—uh— 
prospects, you’re to report direct- 
ly to me.” His downcast eyes 
studied the tips of his dusty 
shoes. He looked so ill at ease 
and just a bit sad, that Nora’s 
heart warmed with tenderness. 
She ushered him to the door, 
picking up Kathy’s latest sheet 
music from the floor, and kicking 
Jimmy’s baseball mitt aside. Her 
children had undoubtedly not in- 
herited her quirk for neatness. 

Nora nodded as she opened the 
door. ‘“T’ll let you know what I 
decide. And thanks for the call.” 
Shaking her head slowly, she 
watched him disappear down the 
street. 

“That collar! Someone ought 
to speak to his housekeeper . . .” 
she mumbled under her breath. 

“So I’m to choose a husband!” 
she chuckled as she swept the 
last vestige of Kathy’s music 
into the piano bench. Paul Welte. 
Harry de Camp. H’m she could 
do worse. 

Take Harry, for instance. “Be 
sure you keep Joey in bed, Mrs. 
Jeffrey,” he’d urged her strongly. 
“He may outgrow that heart 
condition if kept properly on his 
back. Of course, an operation 
now would make all that rest 
unnecessary.” 

But who could afford such an 
operation? Harry was an excel- 
lent surgeon—as well as a solid 
widower. It would be wonderful, 
come to think of it, if she were 
to marry a doctor. No medical 
bills to pay, a charming house 
to live in. The small pittance of 
an insurance and social security 
that Jim had left her barely cov- 
ered their existing needs. And 
especially for Joey’s sake... 
Kathy could have all the music 
lessons she wanted, too. 

Then she remembered the day 
Jim had been hurt on the con- 
struction job where he’d been 
working. Dr. de Camp had come, 
jabbing hypo after hypo into 
Jim’s arm, till Jim was groggy. 

“Jim, darling!” she’d_ whis- 
pered, tears choking her voice. 
But Jim couldn’t hear her. He 
was off in some swirling, unreal 
world of anaesthesia. “Jim, it’s 


Nora! Dr. de Camp says you’re 
going to leave me. . .” she had 
kept bravely on, trying to pene- 
trate into his subconscious. “I 
love you, darling. Can’t you stay 
here with me—with the children? 
We need you!” Her sorrowful 
eyes had sought his in pleading, 
but his were as unseeing in 
stupor as ever. 

“It’s best he won’t know that 
he’s going, Mrs. Jeffrey,”’ the doc- 
tor had protested mildly. “Just 
let him slip away—like this—to 
whatever Unknown he’ll be go- 
ing.” 

To whatever Unknown! To 
the House of Many Mansions. But 
Harry de Camp’s intelligent, 
scientific mind couldn’t see as far 
as that. 

“No, Harry de Camp, promi- 
nent doctor, is not the answer,” 
she told herself sternly. Joey 
would have to struggle along 
without a doctor for a stepfa- 
ther. 

Paul Welte? Paul was a fine, 
upstanding fellow. Every “un- 
claimed blessing” in Miltonvale 
had cast longing glances at this 
gifted bachelor. And now he was 
apparently interested in Widow 
Nora Jeffrey. Paul was fun-lov- 
ing, serious, all in one breath, 
and an excellent choir djrector in 
First Church. Kathy, her four- 
teen-year-old voice so full of 
promise, would have all the en- 
couragement and backing from 
Paul that she needed for her fu- 
ture career as a singer. 

He was well established in the 
music department, and could cer- 
tainly take care of any emergen- 
cies they might encounter with 
Joey. Aside from all that, Paul 
was a fine Christian. So maybe 
Paul Welte was the one. ... 

Until she recalled the day they 
had been to a Sunday school pic- 
nic where Jimmy was starring in 
a baseball game. 

“Yay, Jimmy! Yay, Jimmy!” 
the cheer-leaders had screamed 
at the fever-pitch of excitement. 
“Make that home run, Jimmy! 
Make it!” 

And Paul Welte had snorted 
behind them on the grass. ‘““Those 
kids’ ruin their voices yelling for 


(Continued on page 26.) 
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October 11, 1959 
Scripture: Acts 2:1-4, 22-24, 
32-38. 


WO ingredients went to make 

up the experience on the day 
of Pentecost which we consider 
the birthday of the Church. One 
was the unity and purpose in the 
group assembled in Jerusalem. 
The other was the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. A study of this 
experience and event should give 
us help in our own efforts to be 
the Church. 

The days following the resur- 
rection were difficult ones for the 
apostles and the small group of 
believers. They had been told 
to tarry in Jerusalem, but their 
minds must have been filled with 
many unanswered questions. The 
day of Pentecost came fifty days 
after the beginning of Passover, 
and this day found them all “to- 
gether” in Jerusalem. 

There may be a great deal of 
meaning tied up in this word ‘“‘to- 
gether.” The King James trans- 
lation has it “with one accord.” 
Does this mean that they were 
of one mind with their fellow 
Jews who were gathering to cele- 
brate Pentecost? Or, does it 
mean that they were together in 
their own devotion to the risen 
Christ? 

The events which followed in- 
dicate that they were gathered, 
physically, with Jews from all 
over the Roman world, who were 
celebrating the Feast. I am in- 
clined to think, however, that 
the togetherness of this small 
group was something more sa- 
cred than the religious and cul- 
tural heritage of the whole peo- 
ple. They had experienced and 
believed what others had not. So 
it seems proper to me to stress 
the fact that the Holy Spirit 
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could fall upon them because, to 
some degree, at least, their minds 
were prepared for his reception. 

The appearance of the Holy 
Spirit is described in spectacular 
language. A sound “like the rush 
of a mighty wind” (Acts 2:2), and 
“tongues as of fire’ (Verse 3), 
are the expressions that give rise 
to the discussion. 

The words “like” and “as’’ may 
be the key words in understand- 
ing the passage. But if others 
want to omit them and say that 
there was a mighty wind and 
that there were fiery tongues, 
physically, perhaps this helps 
them understand the experience 
better. 

The speaking in “other 
tongues” is more difficult. (Verse 
4.) We have a word for this, the 
Latin word, “glossolalia.” It is 
mentioned several times in the 
New Testament. 

The main thing to understand 
about speaking in tongues is that 
it hardly infers the speaking in 
foreign languages. It really 
means speaking in no language 
at all, but in some ecstatic form 
which can only be interpreted by 
a special person. 

The expression here must be 
tied up with the presence of so 
many Jews from all parts of the 
Empire. As we know from later 
history in Acts, Paul and others 
went to a lot of the places where 
these people lived and churches 
were established. Of course the 
Greek, the common Greek, was 
spoken everywhere, and Paul 
could speak freely in it. How- 
ever, there must be some attempt 
to tell us that the Holy Spirit 
is making it possible for the 
apostles to preach to all peoples. 

The sermon of Peter, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, was simple 
to understand, but one might im- 


THE CHRISTIAN 


by the Editor 


agine that it was difficult to ac- 
cept. As we know, however, 
thousands did accept it. Every- 
one knew about the crucifixion 
of Jesus. Not many knew that 
“God has made him both Lord 
and Christ.” (Verse 36.) Peter 
emphasizes the fact that Jews 
had “delivered up’ Jesus, but 
that this was a “definite plan” of 
God and therefore he had ‘“‘fore- 
knowledge” of it. (Verse 23.) 

Peter uses an_ interesting 
phrase, “killed by the hands of 
lawless men.” This seems a little 
difficult to me. Presumably, Je- 
sus had been delivered up to the 
authorities. Could Peter mean 
here that these men who held 
office in the name of Caesar were 
really acting outside their offi- 
cial responsibility? Or, could he 
mean that since Jesus was not 
really an enemy of the govern- 
ment, that the authorities had 
been mistaken; therefore, “law- 
less”? Probably, the point is that 
the procedures were illegal, as we 
well know, and that the acts 
were therefore lawless. 

One of the pathetic outcries 
of history came from the crowd, 
when they heard Peter’s explana- 
tion: ‘Brethren, what shall we 
do?” (Verse 37.) 

There follows Acts 2:38, per- 
haps the best known verse of 
scripture to many who are study- 
ing the lesson today. Repent- 
ance, baptism in the name of Je- 
sus, forgiveness of sins, the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, these are 
Peter’s answer to the question. 
No better answer has ever been 
found. 

So, “being filled with the Holy 
Spirit” does not involve anything 
spectacular or any unusual phys- 
ical manifestations in our time. 
It does involve repentance, bap- 
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Holy Spirit 


tism and forgiveness of sins. 
How anyone could fail to take 
the steps that lead to such a 
glorious experience is difficult to 
imagine. But hundreds of mil- 
lions have not done so. 


The Scripture 


Acts 2:1-4 


1 When the day of Pentecost had 
come, they were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly a sound came 
from heaven like the rush of a 
mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. 3 And 
there appeared to them tongues as 
of fire, distributed and resting on 
each one of them. 4 And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. 

2322-24 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 
you by God with mighty works and 
wonders and signs which God did 
through him in your midst, as you 
yourselves know—23 this Jesus, de- 
livered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of 
lawless men. 24 But God raised him 
up, having loosed the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for him 
to be held by it.” 


2:32-38 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and 


of that we all are witnesses. 33 Be- 
ing therefore exalted at the right 


David did not ascend aon the heav- 
ens; but he himself sa 
‘The Lord sald to my Lord, it at 
right hand, 
35 till . raids thy enemies a stool 
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OW different is our response 

to the events of Pentecost 
from those commonly known as 
“pentecostals.”” Where they lean 
heavily on “experience” we pre- 
fer to season “experience” with 
reason. We like the calm and 
orderly worship of men whose 
emotions are disciplined. We do 
not speak with tongues, prefer- 
ring with Paul a few words 
which all can understand to 


fluent speech without plain mean- 


ing. Yet here in the narrative 
of the church’s birthday is a 
series of events read by us with 
appreciation and appropriated to 
our spiritual needs as surely as 
any other Christian body. 

Although they stood at oppo- 
site poles from the ‘“pentecos- 
tals,’ the early Disciples of our 
movement were quick to appro- 
priate the same events and ideas 
of primitive Christian faith as 
those whose emphasis they so 
completely rejected. 

It is so easy to decide the 
values of a movement like that 
which emerged at Jerusalem fol- 
lowing the resurrection or that 
which stirred in nineteenth-cen- 
tury America with the Camp- 
bells, Stone, Scott and others. It 
is far too easy to list the obvious 
fruits and to miss the spirit of 
the moment. Anyone can read 
about Pentecost and make a list 
of things like members added to 
the church, meals shared in fel- 
lowship, frequency of meetings, 
prayers and times of instruction. 
It is a temptation to suggest that 
going through these motions 
might be the route to another 
Pentecost. This is not to be- 
little the impressive facts of this 
great day of faith climaxed with 
God’s visitation. But before we 


Meaning for Today 


by Hugh M. Riley 


are swept into a blind, inarticu- 
late frenzy let us think of the 
church in which we live. What 
does it need most? 

That which needed restoring in 
the church of early America was 
essentially what is needed today 
in my church . . . vocation and 
volition. 

The spirit of those who wit- 
nessed at Pentecost was sup- 
ported with an inner intention to 
obey God. That good will could 
dominate and transform evil 
forces and persons. With success 
in willing good these Christians 
became invincible imitators of 
God’s perfect will. A man whose 
will is weak is no match for him 
who has trained his spiritual 
fibers to work. So volition in 
their hands became a most effec- 
tive tool. 

At Pentecost were men com- 
mitted to redeem the world. God 
had called them to this tremen- 
dous vocation. They knew be- 
yond question that what they 
were doing was what God wanted 
done. On this basis the church 
grew and achieved out of all pro- 
portion to anything a disbeliev- 
ing world could understand. 

When the church again discov- 
ers the sense of vocation which 
stirred those who gathered at 
Pentecost, the cause of Christ 
will find its new power to witness 
and to work. Such a sure sense 
of direction would shake the 
church to its foundations, but far 
more it would shake the world 
about us which more than once 
has been “turned upside down” 
by Christians. This is what 
should happen to those who have 
the words, the will and the call 
to life eternal. This is the true 
portrait of a “pentecostal.” 
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@Dr., Mrs. Spencer Austin 
Attend Meeting in Chester 


British Conference 


CHESTER, ENGLAND—The 113th 
Conference of Churches of Christ 
in Great Britain and Ireland was 
held at the beginning of August 
in the City of Chester where 
Alexander Campbell was Presi- 
dent of Conference in 1847. 


A few miles away there still 
stands the old house at Cox Lane 
where he preached. Chester at- 
tracts many visitors from overseas. 
You may still walk around the city 
on the high wall built by the Ro- 
mans. 


President James R. Jenkins of 
Glasgow called for the arrest of 
our disquieting decline in member- 
ship by a more vigorous program of 
Church expansion into new housing 
areas. 


He said, “Let us pull down the 
flags we have kept flying at great 
cost and raise them on more prom- 
ising fields.” He urged experimenta- 
tion in ecumenical membership in 
order to add power to the witness 


of the Church in a world badly torn 
by dissension. In this context we 
could make a more distinctive wit- 
ness and find scope for a more ag- 
gressive evangelism. 

Two ministers were ordained by 
Conference, the president, the prin- 
cipal of Overdale College and an 
elder from their home churches be- 
ing the officiants. 

F. W. White, chairman of Over- 
dale College Committee, reported on 
the reconstruction of the college 
building. 


Home missions are greatly in- 
debted to the American Fraternal 
Aid Committee for American minis- 
ters serving our Churches. Dr. and 
Mrs. Spencer P. Austin of Indianap- 
olis, fraternal delegates from the 
International Convention, have been 
visiting them. Few know the Brit- 
ish churches better. Spencer Austin’s 
presence has been an encourage- 
ment to American and British min- 
isters and his addresses in Chester 
were an inspiration. 


He presented conference a Chris- 
tian flag which was displayed promi- 
nently before all sessions. Regret 
was recorded concerning the death 
of David S. M@Nelly who was to have 
been at Chester. 

A heartening report was brought 


Disciple Is Honored at UCYM Council Meeting 


A DISCIPLE, attractive Miss Laida Cesareo, was among five young people 
honored at a “Latin American Banquet” which was a highlight of the 25th 





anniversary meeting of the United Christian Youth Movement’s general 


council at Lake Geneva, Wis. 


Recording secretary of the Evangelical 


Youth of Puerto Rico, she is shown with (from left) Pythagoras Silva 


(Methodist) of Brazil, Ariel Zambrano (Congregational) from Mexico, Xel 
de Sant Anna Graca (Independent Presbyterian) from Brazil and Oscar 
Bolivri (Methodist), Uruguay. The young people are representatives of 


the Union of Latin American Youth, with which 11 countries are offici- 
ated.—RNS 
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by the church extension committee 
which raised about $15,000 for work 
in new districts. This will help 
initially the churches at East Kil- 
bride, Glasgow; Avery Hill, London, 
and Hindley, Lancashire. Another 
highlight was the Missionary Rally 
with an offering around the tea 
tables of $6,000. 


Studies on Baptism 


The Union Committee has pro- 
duced a small composite book, edited 
by James Gray, Studies on Baptism 
which will help our people to re- 
think their position and make a 
much wider contribution on an im- 
portant subject. 


A fully integrated scheme of Uni- 
fied Finance having been found un- 
acceptable by the churches, a modi- 
fied form was adopted. 


Resolutions 


Resolutions were passed (1) Call- 
ing for all who use the roads to 
demonstrate discretion, considera- 
tion and courtesy in all circum- 
stances. (2) Deploring recent dis- 
turbances in this country and else- 
where which arose solely from race 
and color prejudice. (3) Commend- 
ing the declared intention of our 
Government that the Nyasas shall 
be free to decide for or against Fed- 
eration. 


The British Annual Conference 
will be held next year in Edinburgh, 
when Paul A. W. Smith of Birming- 
ham will be president and Ernest 
Gray of Glasgow, vice-president. It 
will take place immediately preced- 
ing the World Convention and on 
that account will draw more than 
the usual number of visitors from 
overseas. The World Convention 
symbolizes for us the far-reaching 
Brotherhood of our Churches.—WILL 
MANDER. 





@The Denver assembly approved 
the appointment of Dr. Lester Mc- 
Allister, provost of Bethany College, 
Bethany, W. Va., as fraternal dele 
gate to the 1960 Annual Conference 
of the Churches of Christ (Disci- 
ples) in Great Britain and Ireland. 








The First Christian Church in 
Carmichaels, Pa., is in need of a 
full-time minister. Parsonage. 
Contact Joe Benton, Carmi- 


chaels, Pa. Phone WO. 6-7649. 
Advertisement 
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NEWLY ELECTED International 
Convention President Loren E. Lair 
(right), executive secretary of the 
Iowa Society of Christian Churches, 
is handed the gavel by Dr. John Paul 
Pack, pastor of University Church, 
Seattle, who has completed his ten- 
ure as president. 





The October 18 issue will 
contain many pages of pic- 
tures and reports relating to 
the 110th assembly of the 
International Convention of 
Christian Churches. 






















“SPOT SPEECHES” inserted during the Denver assembly 
program featured these “Voice of Missions” spokesmen: 
Ross Manning, director of the Evangelical Library of the 
Congo, Leopoldville; William Spencer Worley, vice-chair- 


‘man of local arrangements committees; Mrs. Aigi Kami- 


kawa, missionary to Japan; and Basil Holt, minister of 
Linden Christian Church, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


ft FOCUS nme 





A HIGHLIGHT of the Denver assem- 
bly was a pageant recalling the his- 
: ‘ toric Pittsburgh Convention of 1909. 

; P Professor Franklin E. Rector of Chris- 
MRS. MAE YOHO WARD, Latin American missions execu- tian Theological Seminary portrayed 











tive for the United Christian Missionary Society, Indian- 
apolis, presents 35-year service pins to three missionaries 
during the two-day pre-convention meeting of The United 
Society’s board of managers. The pins were awarded to 
(from left): Miss Ethel Shreve (India), Miss Ruth Leslie 
(Mexico), and Miss May Wilson (Mexico). 
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“grandpa” an elderly churchman re- 
calling “the greatest convention of 
them all,” and Willis R. Jones (right), 
president of the Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society, in search of ma- 
terial about that convention. 
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Brotherhood News 





Third Unit Begun 
At Chico, Calif. 


CHIco, CaLiF.—Construction has 
begun on the third unit of the new 
building of First Christian Church 
here. Guest speaker for May ground- 
breaking ceremonies was President 
John L. Davis of Chapman College, 
Orange, Calif. 

The church parsonage was com- 
pleted with volunteer labor in 1953. 
In 1955 ground was broken for the 
first unit, a sanctuary seating 400, 
offices and classrooms. A year and 
a half later a second classroom ad- 
dition was completed. This next 
unit will include a large fellowship 
hall, a spacious fireside room (par- 
lor), a modern kitchen, a library 
and visual aids room, and five ad- 
ditional classrooms. 

When this unit is completed the 
value of the church properties will 
exceed $300,000. 

The over-all plan for the church 
buildings includes only one addi- 
tional unit—a memorial chapel. 

Those participating in the serv- 
ice in .addition to Dr. Davis and 
Glenn E. Riddell, the minister, were 
Kenneth Stolp, chairman of the 
board; Scott Haymond of Berkeley, 
the architect; E. J. Peterson, the 
builder; and Mayor Marsh Pine, an 
active participant in the life of the 
church. 





This sanctuary unit of First Chris- 
tian Church, Chico, Calif., was built 
in 1955. 





Obituaries 





James Samuel Spear 


James Samuel Spear died on August 
3, after being bedfast five years. 

Born in Ripley County, Ind., July 2, 
1874, he grew up in Columbia, Mo. 

He was graduated from Johnson 
Bible College in 1903. His pastorates 
were in the Province of Nova Scotia 
(twice); Hamlin, Miltonvale, Clyde, 
and Marysville, Kansas; Storm, Lake 
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Laurens, Iowa; Bayard, Nebraska; 
Anaconda, Montana; and Sheldon, IIl. 
He moved to Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1951, 
where he resided until his death. He 
is survived by his widow, Lena Clemens 
Spear, two sisters and two brothers. 


Mrs. Cramer P. Wilson 


Mrs. Cramer P. (Rosella Williams) 
Wilson, 80, a charter member of First 
Christian Church, Monongahela, Pa., 
died at her home on July 20, 1959. 

A dedicated worker in the church, 
church school, and missionary organiza- 
tions for sixty years, Mrs. Wilson gave 
much to her church, both of herself 
and her resources. 

She was also a charter member of 
the Christian Women’s Fellowship and 
had taught the Bethany Class for more 
than thirty-five years. Both of these 
organizations held memorial services 
for her at their July meetings. 

Mrs. Wilson is survived by a son and 
three granddaughters. Her husband, 
also a faithful and devoted worker and 
— in the church, died Sept. 25, 

50 


Sylvia S. Van Fossen 


Sylvia Siegfried Van Fossen of Cro- 
ton, Ohio, died at her home on July 
26, 1959, at the age of 79. 

She had served two terms as a mis- 
sionary of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society in the Philippine Is- 
lands, and later taught in several cen- 
tral Ohio high schools. She was a 


graduate of Hiram College and Colum- 
bia University, N. Y. 

Her husband, George B. Van Fossen, 
died in 1955. A niece, Mrs. Paul Was- 
senich of Texas Christian University, 
survives. 


Nina Maude Haughton 


Mrs. Nina Maude Haughton, 85, 
member of Central Christian Church, 
Warren, Ohio, and a former teacher in 
the public schools and the Sunday 
church school, died June 5. 

The pastor of Central Church, Merrill 
L. Cadwell, conducted the funeral June 
8 and the interment was at Southing- 
ton. Ohio. 

Mrs. Haughton was born in Southing- 
ton, but she was a resident of Warren 
for 42 years. She attended Western 
Reserve Seminary and Hiram College. 
Her husband, Ernest M. Haughton, 
whom she married Dec. 25, 1901, died 
Dec. 12, 1941. She is survived by two 
sisters. 


NEWS CAPSULES 


@Central Christian Church, Des 
Moines, Iowa, declared August ‘‘Cen- 
tral Loyalty Month.” All members 
and friends of Central Church were 
sent special invitations to attend 
each of the five Sundays of the 
month. 


Church Being Built at Missoula, Mont. 


Construction has begun on the 
$140,000 first unit of the First 
Christian Church, Missoula, Mont. 

The first of the three units will 
contain 7,800 square feet of floor 
space and will house the sanctuary, 
study, office, and eight classrooms, 
some of which can be joined to- 
gether to form a social area. 

There will be enough ground to 
provide off-street parking for 72 
cars. 

The old building downtown, used 


Lined up at ground-breaking ceremonies of the First Christian Church, 
Missoula, Mont., are, from left: Mrs. Warren (JoAnn) Cochran, president 
of Christian Women’s Fellowship; J. P. Sanders, pastor; Irl Abbey, vice- 
president of the church board; Harold Hanger, chairman of the construc- 
tion committee; Nick Ginoff, trustee; Charles Pew, contractor; William 


by the congregation since its erec- 
tion in 1888, was sold two years 
ago with agreement of a possible 
five-year occupancy by the church. 

J. P. Sanders became pastor of 
the Missoula church March 1, 1959, 
and led the congregation in its suc- 
cessful campaign for $98,000 in 
three-year pledges. 

Dedication of the completed first 
unit is planned for the pre-Easter 
season. 





Marshall, architect. 
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Church-Sponsored Housing for Aging 
3 i : ‘a 






ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA—The Bay 
Vista Christian Church here has pur- 
chased a hotel in order to provide 
a retirement home. 

The home is the Bay Vista Chris- 
tian Home. Its purpose is to fur- 
nish security in a Christian atmos- 
phere for those who wish to pay 
their own way but want to be re- 
lieved of the task of operating and 
caring for their own property. 

The 48-unit home will be open 
January 1, 1960. 

The pastor of the Bay Vista 
Church is C. R. Naftzger. 


Preaching Genera 


, eek 4 a. oe ] 
SELECTED the “outstanding Chris- 
tian layman of the year” at Fort 
Jackson, Major General Christian H. 
Clarke (left), accepts a gold em- 
bossed Bible, symbolic of honor, 
from Post Chaplain (Colonel) Loren 
T. Jenks, a Disciple. Presentation 
was made at a dinner held recently 
commemorating the 184th anniver- 
sary of the Chaplains Corps. 

The Commanding General of Fort 
Jackson was the unanimous choice 
of all the chaplains at Fort Jackson 
due to his outstanding Christian 
leadership during the past year, 
when he spoke at religious services 
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in each Protestant chapel on the 
post. He plans to continue to do 
this this year and was scheduled to 
begin September 13, and continue 
through October 25. (OFFICIAL 
U.S. ARMY PHOTO) 


La Hermosa Relocation 
SAMUEL Guy INMAN 


The mighty bulldozer of the Pub- 
lic Housing Authority was ready to 
drive its nose into the squatty lit- 
tle building which the Puerto Rican 
Christians had erected with their 
own hands on East 110th Street 
some eighteen years ago. 


Every year since the electric sign 
blazing forth the charmed words, 
La Hermosa [the Beautiful], was 
placed in front of the building, so 
much happiness had been spread 
among the lonely Puerto Rican mi- 
grants, that even the New York 
Times wrote an editorial on the 
church’s service to the city. 

Not long ago the church suddenly 
received what seemed to be almost 
a death notice. The Housing Au- 
thority served notice that it was 
taking possession of the property 
and the church must move. 

Where? Yes, there were plans 
for a new building, but it might 
be more than a year before the 
funds would even be available to 
begin a new edifice at the corner 
of Fifth Avenue and 110th Street. 

Week by week the congregation 
was told that a search for a new 
meeting place had brought no re- 
sults. Some of the most faithful 
members began to talk about using 
the Gandhi method by meeting the 
wrecking crews with a_ sit-down 
strike. 

Happily, a Pentecostal church two 
blocks away agreed to extend its 
hospitality. It had just recondi- 


Brotherhood News 


tioned an old hospital, resulting in 
a most attractive auditorium, seat- 
ing 600 people. But it could only 
offer this space for Sunday after- 
noons and Thursday nights—but the 
La Hermosa congregation accepted 
the offer. 

Visitors can easily find the church 
by taking a Fifth Avenue bus to 
111th Street, walking one-half block 
east to number 15 and looking for 
the sign Iglesia Pentecostal. 

The Court of Condemnations has 
just awarded the church $66,600 for 
its old property. The United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society is in a cam- 
paign to raise the remainder of the 
cost of the new edifice, on Fifth 
Avenue at 110th Street. 


@ At Barney’s Prairie .. . 
140th Anniversary 


CARBONDALE, ILL.—E. Emerson 
Brokaw, Illinois state director of 
Christian education, was speaker for 
the 140th anniversary of Barney’s 
Prairie Christian Church, July 19. 

Barney’s Prairie Church is the old- 
est Disciples church in the state of 
Illinois, with 140 years’ continued 
association with our brotherhood. 
It was organized July 17, 1819, in 
Wabash County, III. 

Site chosen for the church was a 
rocky ford crossing of a stream that 
intersected the roads joining Fort 
Compton, Fort Wood, Fort Barney 
and an old Indian village known as 
Palmyra. 

This particular ford was called 
Arrow Point from the fact that In- 
dians manufactured their artillery 
here. A monument has been erected 
by the Barney’s Prairie church at 
the ford and the present building 
the church uses is located a short 
distance away. The present build- 
ing, with extensive remodeling hav- 
ing been done in recent years, was 
erected in 1843.—Mrs. JACK CANEDY 


Chapman College Record 


ORANGE, CALIF.—The largest grad- 
uating class in the history of Chap- 
man College, a class of 119, was 
awarded degrees in commencement 
exercises on the campus June 13. 

The 1957 class of 87 graduates had 
set the previous record. 

All received bachelors degrees, 117 
of them in Arts and 2 in Music. 
Also 29 students received general 
elementary teaching credentials and 
10 received special secondary teach- 
ing credentials. The commence- 
ment speaker was Dr. Theodore A. 
Gill, President of San Francisco The- 
ological Seminary, formerly manag- 
ing editor of The Christian Century. 
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 


if you are having periodicals mailed to 
your home address, it is essential that in 
the event residence is changed you notify your 
local postman or post office well in advance 
of your moving day. In addition, you should 
secure a copy of post card form 22S, complete 
the form, clearly indicating the date of your 
change of address. Send it to the Christian 
Board of Publication, Beaumont and Pine 
Bivd., Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


—CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 











THE COKESBURY 
PARTY BOOK 


By Arthur M. Depew. This edition, en- 
tirely revised, brings all the parties of 
the original edition up to date and 
adds new ideas. 52 complete parties are 
included. A delightful guide for group 


leaders and party givers. $2.95 
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MORE FROM YOUR 
CLASS MEETINGS 


By Bernice Hogan. To help you im- 
prove your class meetings, 12 monthly 
programs and 6 programs for special 
occasions are outlined here. Use this 
helpful volume to promote new en- 
thusiasm and inspiration in your class. 

$2.50 





Order from your bookstore today 


Publisher ef 
THE FUN ENCYCLOPEDIA 
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Victories in Fulton 


The annual report of First Chris- 
tian Church, Fulton, Missouri, a 
22-page booklet, reflects the great- 
est advance in stewardship in the 
history of the 126-year-old congre- 
gation. 

A remarkable one-year growth of 
40 per cent in the giving of the 
members made possible many things. 
Most important was the increase in 
mission giving by the church, which 
itself reflects a real growth in world 
outreach concern. 

The report shows a 150 per cent 
increase in mission giving through 
the church budget, and a 70 per 
cent increase from all sources. 

Over $13,000 was given to be- 
gin a fund for the new educational 
building, and the deBt on the new 
parsonage was retired. The resident 
membership rose from 735 to 763, 
with 54 new members received dur- 
ing the year. 

James R. Wright became minis- 
ter of the church in February, 1958. 





A. R. Maune, new chairman of the 


board, is shown with James R. 

Wright, Jr., minister, as they look 

over the 1958-1959 Annual Report 
booklet. 





@ Dr. Howard E. Short, editor of 
The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank, was guest preacher at Aug. 
23 morning worship services of 
Compton Heights Church, St. Louis, 
where the minister is Hugh Wilson. 





reference work on Hawaii. 
with order. 





ABOUT HAWAII 


Copies of the 300-page “STATEHOOD EDITION” of the 
Honolulu Advertiser (Honolulu’s 100-year-old newspaper) have 
been reserved and are available by writing to Crafts of Hawaii, 
Inc., 1145 Bishop St., Dept. ST, Honolulu, Hawaii. This beau- 
tifully colored edition may be bound and kept for a permanent 
Payment of $5 must be received 


An Historic Occasion 


As a special feature of the dedica- 
tion services for the new Garfield 
Park Christian Church, Santa Cruz, 
Calif., articles of historical interest 
were buried in the cement of the 
veranda. 

To the right of the main entrance 
of the church is the “Cornerstone” 
on which is inscribed: 


Garfield Park 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
1907-1959 
“Christ Jesus ... 
The Chief Cornerstone” 


The other plaque, imbedded in the 
cement over the buried metal box 
reads, “Articles of historical interest 
to succeeding generations are buried 
in a sealed metal box beneath this 
marker.” 

A special service marked the plac- 
ing of these articles following the 
morning worship service when the 
first service was held in the new 
church. Dr. Galen Lee Rose was the 
morning speaker. 

Dr. Cleveland Kleihauer was the 
dedication speaker at the afternoon 
formal dedication service. 





—Photo by Ed Muegge, Jr. 
From left are: William Nunes, chair- 
man of the building committee; 
Frank Barhite, draftsman and build- 
ing committee member, and Gordon 
Milldrum, pastor, Garfield Park 
Christian Church, Santa Cruz, Calif. 
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To insure the proper planning and financing of their building programs, Christian 
churches are looking to the Board of Church Extension for counsel and guidance. 


Over 75 years of experience in the field of church building is provided through the 
following services: 





@® GENERAL COUNSELING 

@ ARCHITECTURAL COUNSELING 
@ FUND-RAISING 

®@ SAVINGS DEPOSITORY 

® LOANS 

@® NEW CHURCH ASSISTS 


YOU MAY SHARE IN THIS PROGRAM NOW 
PASSBOOK ACCOUNTS EARN 314% INVESTMENT CERTIFICATES EARN 4% 


(Interest Compounded Semi-annually) 


Please send additional information to: 


NAME ADDRESS 











BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 S. Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 
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UNIVERSITY OF 


press “ 


‘‘T believe that most 
readers will lay the book 
down after reading it 

. convinced that they 
have met what in India 
would be called a ‘Great 
Soul.’’’-—H aro top E. 
Fey, editor, The Chris- 
tian Century 


BEYOND 
THEOLOGY 


The Autobiography 


of Edward Scribner 
Ames 


Edited by 
Van Meter Ames 


HIs is the autobiography 
jo a man who was ealled 
the greatest clergyman of 
his denomination since 
Alexander Campbell. Ed- 
ward Scribner Ames (1870- 
1958) was for forty years 
minister of the University 
Chureh of the Disciples of 
Christ, and for thirty-five 
years taught in the Depart- 
ment of Philosophy at the 
University of Chicago. He 
was a member of what Wil- 
liam James termed the 
‘*Chicago School of Philoso- 
phy,’’ which ineluded John 
Dewey, George Herbert 
Mead, James H. Tufts and 
Addison Moore. This record 
of his thought and pastoral 
practice is significant as a 
historical document and as 
the statement of a positive 
theology. $5.00 


Through your bookseller 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 
5750 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 37, Illinois 

In CanaDA: The University of 

Toronto Press, Toronto 5, Ontario 


24 (1272) 


—THOMAS CAMPBELL 
(Continued from page 9.) 


the New Testament, or ‘New 
Dispensation”’ as he preferred to 
call it. Thomas Campbell was 
familiar with the ‘universal 
priesthood of all believers’”’ and he 
learned anew that the essential 
human substance of the church is 
the “laity,” i.e., the people of God. 

When one considers the entire 
orientation of Thomas Campbell’s 
life it can be seen how natural it 
was that he should turn to the 
Bible as the basis for all beliefs 
and practices. Here was the guid- 
ing principle for the Christian. 
That famous meeting at the home 
of Abraham Altars at which the 
rule “Where the Scriptures speak 
we speak, where the Scriptures 
are silent, we are silent,” was 
adopted revealed more of the 
truth about Campbell than has 
been commonly realized. 

Thomas Campbell had at first 
proposed union on the basis of 
an essential core of Christianity 
to be discovered in the Scriptures 
and on which all Christians could 
agree. There was to be liberty 
for varieties of opinion on all 
matters on which they differed. 
The movement, however, did not 
stand on this tolerant ground for 
long. It soon felt that it had 
discovered ‘the ancient order of 
things,” and the “gospel re- 
stored.” Here were distinctive 
things held as essential to the 
unity, as well as the purity of the 


church. The movement insisted 
that these things were not opin- 
ions but truths clearly and un- 
mistakably revealed in the Word 
of God. 


After the publication of the 
Declaration and Address in 1809, 
one hundred fifty years ago this 
October, Thomas Campbell pro- 
ceeded to act on the principles 
contained in that document. To 
say that things did not work 
out exactly as he planned is not 
to make him a failure or any the 
less great. The important thing 
is to realize the completely 
Christian spirit of the man. His 
tolerance and _ brotherly love 
should be the attitudes we seek 
today. Thomas Campbell’s irenic 
spirit is dramatically illustrated 
in the story which has come 
down to us of his final sermon. 

On Sunday, June 1, 1851, 
Campbell was escorted by two 
deacons down the aisle of the old 
Bethany church, and placed in 
an easy chair, at the foot of the 
pulpit. Thomas Campbell had 
thought long and prayerfully on 
what he should say. With care- 
ful deliberation he chose his text, 
one that would summarize his 
lifetime ministry: ‘Thou shalt 
love the Lord Thy God, with all 
Thy heart, and with all Thy soul, 
and with all Thy strength, and 
with all Thy mind: and Thy 
neighbor as Thyself.’’ (Luke 10: 
27) His work was over. He had 
been faithful to the end. 


Christian Literature Week 


Oct. 2o— 


Nav. | 


Have a book exhibit in your church during Christian 
Literature Week! Emphasize books for the “Family 
Bookshelf !’’ There is still time to request your con- 
signment. Simply fill out and mail the card from 
your Christian Literature Week packet—we’ll take 
care of the rest! Order either exhibit “A” ($160.00) 
or exhibit “B” ($100.00) and you'll get exhibit “C” 


free! 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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“IT Married a Preacher” 
by J. Warren Hastings 








“T am not saying that all wom- 
en who married preachers are as 
blessed as I am; but this being 
in partnership with a man of God 
is a glorious experience,” she 
said as we visited together in her 
home in a small town in Vir- 
ginia. 

“Were you brought up a Disci- 
ple?” I inquired. 

“No, I was not. I was born 
and raised in New England and 
I was a Congregationalist, and 
not too good a one at that. It 
seems strange that I am the 
mistress of the manse, and love 
it, in this thriving town in the 
Old Dominion State. Sometimes 
I feel I should pinch myself and 
wake up. It all seems like a 
dream.” 


“Where did you meet your hus- 
band?” 

“In Boston. I was studying 
nursing and he was in the School 
of Theology of Boston Univer- 
sity. It was love at first sight. 
When he proposed to me, I told 
him that I had never, even in my 
most romantic moments, dreamed 
of being a minister’s wife; that 
I was inexperienced, frightened, 
and even questioned my fitness 
for the job—but he insisted I 
would fill the bill and actually 








Decade of Decision 


talked me into marrying him. 
Now I can see that it was the 
most wonderful thing I ever did.” 
Her face was aglow as she talked. 

“Tell me how it has changed 
you,” I said. 

“Why, it made a new woman 
of me. It gave me an entirely 
new spirit. After the wedding, 
we went on a short honeymoon 
and then we came here. This is 
John’s first pastorate. I deter- 
mined to throw myself com- 
pletely into the work of the 
Church. The two of us soon be- 
came so absorbed in the Church’s 
program that we could think of 
nothing else. And this is a fact: 
I am filled with the grandest 
spirit. I am hopeful, full of faith, 
and always conscious of Christ be- 
ing with me. It is a glorious ex- 
perience.” 





J. Warren Hastings is pastor of 
National City Christian Church, 
Washington, D. C. 


TITHING FILM 


“GOD IS MY LANDLORD” 
The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minute color-sound. 
Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, ‘The Quaker Miller’’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 





Each committee and department of the church should have its 
own set of Appraisal and Forecast documents to help appraise 


and forecast plans for the Decade of Decision. 


ments will: 


These docu- 


1. Create more interest in the total church program; 

2. Help analyze and relate the work of each department 
to the total church program; 

3. Give program materials for a church-wide fellowship 


dinner meeting; 


4. Help relate successes of the past to possibilities of the 
future by planning total church program work to- 


gether. 


Set of 13 documents, 93A622, 50¢ 
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ny keep hearing | 
BENEVOLENT 
EMPHASIS...” 


Is Your Church 
Organized for 
Benevolent 
Outreach? 


e Do your Fellowships and 


and groups have some project 
for “Your Other Family”? 


e Has your Church Board _§in- 


cluded the NBA Homes in 
your church budget? 


e Are plans under way for a 


representative Christmas Of- 
fering for Benevolence from 
your Church and Church 
School? 


e Is your church planning Be- 


nevolence giving in such a 
way that our NBA Homes are 
assured of continuing main- 
tenance? 


@ Will your church be listed in 


the Front Line and Victory 
lists of Benevolent rank? 


® Will you write NBA Head- 


quarters how your church is 
organized for Benevolence— 
and what program do you 
have for the elderly members 
in your church? 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT 
ASSOCIATION OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


Disciples of Christ 


16th Floor Landreth Building 
ST. LOUIS 2, MO 
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—FOR YOURSELF 
(Continued from page 15.) 


a silly thing like that! 
ball game!” 

Just a ball game. Nora winced. 
To Jimmy it had been it. Impor- 
tant. And Big Jim had _ turned 
around to glare at Paul. 

No, Paul Welte didn’t quite strike 
her as being Jimmy’s_ stepfather. 
To tell the truth, neither of the two 
men appealed to her as husband- 
material. 


“T’ll just have to bring that ver- 
dict to Lynn Gross,” she smiled 
smugly to herself. At least, she was 
spared the ordeal of reporting her 
refusal to the two men in question. 
Anyway, their precious pride was 
still intact! 

Nora scrubbed her face and 
smoothed her hair. Never let it be 
said that she wasn’t her primest 
when she went calling on the 
preacher! 

As she sauntered up the walk of 
the parsonage, Nora noticed the un- 
kempt flower bed, the weedy lawn. 
What the Reverend Gross needed 
around here was a wife and some 
kids to help him keep up with this 
huge place. That big, shady back 
yard. Nice for someone like Joey to 
rest in the summer time. Or large 
enough for a ball game. ... But 
unfortunately a church like First 
didn’t supply the family for the pas- 
tor. 

Nora knocked hesitantly. The 
door burst open suddenly and the 
huge bulk of the housekeeper, Effie 
Mammel—or was it Marmel?—con- 
fronted her. 


“Come in. Preacher’s busy,” she 
greeted Nora stiffly. Nora slipped 
into a huge arm chair. She glanced 
about the spacious living room. A 
few severe pieces of overstuffed 
casually banked the south wall, and 
a square piano, stacked with sev- 
eral brand-new hymnals, graced one 
corner of the room. 


A hymnal never remained new 
long where Kathy was! Beneath 
the books, the instrument smothered 
in a layer of dust, and Nora’s neat 
soul cringed. She was in the midst 
of tracing her name on a small lamp 
table when the study door opened 
and Lynn Gross towered above her. 


Her look of mild disgust at the 
state of the furniture changed to 
sincere warmth and she automati- 
cally reached to her hair to push 
one stray curl into place. 

“Let’s go into the study where we 
can talk,” the minister’s voice broke 
into her thoughts and she saw him 
glance toward the kitchen. House- 
keeper’s big ears, no doubt. 

Nora stepped over the threshold 
of the study. Books! When had 


It’s just a 
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she ever seen so many of them out- 
side of a library? Commentaries, 
theologies, classics. Byron. Keats. 
Joey could have a whale of a time 
browsing in a place like this! She 
slid into a straight-backed chair fac- 
ing the smoothly-worn, pleasantly- 
littered study desk. A few scribbled 
sheets of paper, an open Bible, and 
a copy of poems which lay opened 
to “The Courtship of Miles Stand- 
ish.” 

“T’ve been working on a—a ser- 
mon,” the pastor muttered apolo- 
getically, seating himself at his desk, 
and sweeping aside the litter with 
his hand. ‘“I—uh—read for relaxa- 
tion from the classics, you see.” And 
after a brief pause, he continued. 
“So you’ve made up your mind, I 
presume?” Lyn Gross’s dark eyes 
darted swiftly to her unruly lock 
of hair that stubbornly insisted on 
twisting into a curl. 

Nora sighed. That shirt collar! 
Couldn’t that housekeeper ever learn 
to iron? What if she’d offer to do 
up his shirts for him? At no cost 
to him, of course. 


“I—yes, yes, I have. You see, Dr. 
de Camp doesn’t believe in the here- 
after, and I couldn’t possibly marry 
an unbeliever. And Paul Welte— 
well, he doesn’t like noisy kids like 
Jimmy. One’s soul can’t expand 
when it’s being cramped .. .” her 
voice trailed off lamely as_ she 
caught his eyes riveted to the curl 
she was trying to untwist. His 
look of tired anxiety had vanished 
and he appeared almost gay. 

“Don’t—don’t pull out that curl, 
Nora—I mean, Mrs. Jeffrey. I... .” 


So he didn’t mind her giddiness 
after all! She let her hands drop 
to her lap. Her nails needed trim- 
ming. Then she smiled warmly and 
drew a deep breath. 


“Could I iron your shirts for you? 
They should be smooth and crisp 
and—” 

The pastor of First Church jumped 
to his feet and strode swiftly around 
to Nora’s chair. “Are you proposing 
to me, Nora? If so, the answer is 
yes!” His words rushed out. 


Nora’s face flushed and her 
thoughts raced—“The Courtship of 
Miles Standish.” “Why don’t you 
speak for yourself, John?” Priscilla 
had said to John Alden, after he’d 
offered a proposal to her for Miles. 
And that’s what Nora had sounded 
like! “Tell the other fellows, ‘no, 
thanks, but could I iron your shirts 
for you?” Oh, no! 

For the thousandth time she told 
herself that for her to marry a 
preacher was utterly ridiculous! Im- 
possible. Because—because—exactly 
what was her excuse? Her gaiety 
and laughter? She was suddenly 
very tired of fighting that thought. 
Maybe he needed just that! And 
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anyway, who’d been kinder to her 
and the children than Lynn Gross? 

. encouraged Kathy to sing solos 
in church? . . . rooted for Jimmy 
on the ball team? . .. entertained 
Joey every Friday afternoon? A 
preacher’s wife should be interested 
in the souls of the flock, aside from 
the concern of both physical and 
spiritual welfare of her family. Well, 
she’d led her children to the Lord 
. . . and she could pray as well as 
laugh, couldn’t she? 

She and the children needed Lynn 
as much as he needed them. She 
smiled impishly up at his question- 
ing face. 

“Whoa, there, Lynn! I wasn’t pro- 
posing to you. But if you want to 
ask me, the answer might be. . 
Now, let’s start all over—” 

But they didn’t need to. For who 
needs to speak when hearts of love 
do just as well? 


—LORD’S SUPPER 
(Continued from page 6.) 


of the Holy Spirit obtain rec- 
onciliation, forgiveness and mu- 
tual edification. Too long we have 
neglected this truly Protestant em- 
phasis in our lives as congregations. 
We have forsworn the priest but we 
have also failed to enthrone the true 
mutuality of the universal priesthood 
of all believers. 


Outside Inspiration 


It is our privilege and responsi- 
bility to nurture the fellowship. No 
fire is perpetual unless fuel is added 
to it. No light continues its incan- 
descent glow unless current from the 
powerhouse flows through it. No 
Christian personality glows or burns 
radiantly unless it is nurtured by 
encouragement from outside and in- 
spiration from above. 

Christian fellowship, like its coun- 
terpart “friendship,” will weaken and 
die through neglect. This is why 
worship, assembly about the Lord’s 
table, the disciplines of prayer, med- 
itation and Christian conversation 
are inevitable if such fellowship is to 
be strengthened and enriched. What- 
ever motives may be set forth for 
church attendance—public worship, 
educational groups, purely social oc- 
casions for Christians—the fact re- 
mains that the time and place of 
assembly is a challenge to care- 
lessness, indifference and the cooling- 
off process. The fellowship is de- 
pendent upon the confrontation of 
Christian with Christian and _ to- 
gether in the presence of their Lord. 

All of this has sometimes given 
rise to a bleacher type of religion— 
something to be enjoyed from the 
side lines as spectators. This is why 
the institution has more and more 
sought to involve the responsibility 
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of its members. We now have the 
phenomenon known in some Protes- 
tant bodies as the “functional church” 
where in such areas as_ worship, 
membership, stewardship, world out- 
reach, social concern, property, edu- 
cation and evangelism all of the 
members of a congregation may 
theoretically serve on _ functional 
committees representing these areas 
of churchmanship and thereby con- 
tribute their time and talent and 
treasure to the common task of 
nurturing the total fellowship of the 
church. 

Then there are occasions when in 
reverent remembrance of an Upper 
Room we assemble about a table 
spread with the simple elements of 
bread and wine and seek to reveal 
that which we have dedicated long 
ago, but most important of all to 
re-enact through this sacred meal 
the occasion when we confidently 
believe that our Lord is present. If 
he is not here on this occasion, then 
he cannot be here at all. 

I could not conclude this section 
of our thought without a reminder 
that the Koinonia constantly needs 
the shepherding function. Not all 
Christians have the same maturity 
or sense of responsibility. We who 
are strong ought to bear the bur- 
dens of the weak and not to please 
ourselves. The concern of all, in 
many congregations in our land, is 
the frightening number of those who 
with equal sincerity accepted the 
promises of Jesus Christ, but who 
have fallen away from the fellow- 
ship. Any analyst of local-chureh 
life can catalogue the _ reasons: 
weakness or lack of family coopera- 
tion, temptations that are not over- 
come, incomplete understandings of 
the gospel and its meaning for life. 
Most of these stray sheep of the 
flock need specific help and care. 
The fellowship ougnt to be rich and 
inclusive enough to supply strength 
where weakness is present, to give 
encouragement where failure is in- 
dicated. 

The fellowship must be nurtured. 

The felowship must be extended. 
The local congregation with all of 
its mutual responsibility is only the 
local expression of the koinonia. 
Christianity is a world mission. It 
never intended to be anything else. 
When you “joined the church” you 
became a member of a world fel- 
lowship—the oldest, largest and most 
influential movement on our planet. 

Someone says: “I am content to 
remain merely a member of Central 
Church. I do not want to be dis- 
turbed by obligations extending be- 
yond the circle of my Christian 
friends. I am willing to attend 
services of worship, to teach a class 
in the church school, to assume my 
responsibilities in a pastoral relation- 
ship.” 

But even here the claims of 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 
Reverence Is for Those Who Want It 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


OW can a church develop a 

sense of reverence, especially 
for the sanctuary as the setting for 
Christian worship? 

Disciples of Christ try to be a 
friendly people, but friendliness is 
not always conducive to worship. 
Often we greet each other on the 
church steps and carry the infor- 
mality with us into the sanctuary. 
We may whisper during the organ- 
ist’s prelude or (we hate to say it) 
read The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank during the sermon. 

Sometimes we move, chew gum, 
draw pictures, pass notes, let our 
minds wander—all within the time 
we have set aside for worship. 

The reader who asked the ques- 
tion is more interested in an answer 
than in an enumeration of abuses, 
so let us see whether we can help 
him and others who have the same 
problem. What then can we do to 
develop a spirit of reverence? 

In the first place, every effort 
should be made to make the sanc- 
tuary a place that inspires worship 
even if it involves a major re- 
modeling project. Such magazines as 
Church Management: have pictures 
of various places of worship. An 
alert worship department—and be 
sure your church has one—can get 
many ideas from reading, visiting 
other churches, and talking with in- 
formed persons. 

Let the worship department rep- 
resentative appear before each 


1CHURCH MANAGEMENT, 1900 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


church group to get 25 or 30 sug- 
gestions (in rapid succession and 
without comment) on the question, 
“How can we have a spirit of rever- 
ence in our sanctuary at all times?’ 
Discussion may follow. The experi- 
ence will make everyone more 
aware of his own actions, and the 
suggestions will furnish a great deal 
of guidance for the department. It 
is a good thing to include as many 
persons as possible in every decision. 

Several specific ways to improve 
reverence are: hold semi-annual re- 
hearsals of elders, deacons, deacon- 
esses, ushers, greeters, choir, and 
pastor; ask each class to use the 
entrances and exits that eliminate 
“cross travel’? and confusion; ask 
the minister to enter during the 
prelude and to be in his place for 
five minutes with head bowed; ask 
the congregation to use that period 
for personal meditation and prayer; 
have a_ professional sign painter 
make a card saying, “The Lord is 
in his holy temple; let all the earth 
keep silence before him.” Frame 
the card and place it in an appro- 
priate place in the narthex; if the 
sanctuary is used for purposes other 
than worship, try to make arrange- 
ments for other meeting places; ask 
all officers to set the example by 
speaking softly, walking slowly, and 
feeling a sense of reverence in them- 
selves. 

Any church that really wants rev- 
erence can have it, and if every 
congregation really wanted it, what 
an improvement would come to 
most of our services of worship. 





evangelism are so insistent that Cen- 
tral Church itself becomes a mission 
station. The non-Christian portions 
of the world impinge on our parish. 
The idolatry of the Hindu mystic, 
the philosophical abstraction of the 
Buddhist, the primitive naivete of 
Congolese, the dialectical material- 
ism of the Communist—all in es- 
sence are right at our doorstep. If 
we do not start this fellowship on 
our doorstep and extend it to all 
corners of the world, we betray our 
responsibility and we become mean- 
ingless to them and to ourselves. 
There is only one name given under 
heaven among men whereby we 
must be saved. We are called to be 
“evangelists”! Therefore, even in 
the local sense the koinonia cannot 
be confined to a congregation of five 


hundred members. The fellowship 
must be extended! We can be 
neither provincial nor exculsive. 

This is why Christian unity is so 
important. This is why it can never 
be a marginal interest but must be 
a basic concern. 

Here about the Lord’s table we 
are aware of a reality in fellowship 
that knows no geographical, cultural 
or ecclesiastical boundries. The 
United Church of Christ by its very 
covenant forbids any tendency to 
identifiy itself with anything less 
than the koinonia. Our Father has 
directed your pathway toward the 
realization of membership in the 
total church. The New Testament 
with its variety of Christian experi- 
ence has encouraged you to seek the 
goal of unity in diversity. 
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‘SYou Are What You Read’’ 


CLASSIC REVISION 


Christ and the Fine Arts. Revised 
and enlarged edition. By Cynthia 
Pearl Maus. Harper and Brothers. 
813 pages. $5.95. 


Probably no popular anthology of 
Christian art and literature has been 
as widely used by church groups and 
individuals as Christ and the Fine 
Arts. Since its original publication 
in 1938, almost 300,000 copies have 
been sold. Many church libraries 
have mended, rebound, and replaced 
copies, and many a worship leader’s 
copy is dog-eared and thumb-worn. 

Fortunately this collection of art, 
poetry, stories and hymns relating 
to Christ has now been revised and 
slightly enlarged. Ten new pictures 
with interpretations, sixteen poems, 
and six stories have been added. 
The most valuable revision, how- 
ever, is the improved quality of the 
black and white reproductions of 
art works. New printing processes 
and new plates have been used to 
enhance the clarity of detail and 
the intensity of tone in the illustra- 
tions. 

Cynthia Pearl Maus was well 
known as a youth worker among 
Disciples of Christ before she turned 
her talents to collecting and editing 
religious art and literature. As an 
anthologist, she is now known to 
Christians throughout the world. 

This treasury of worship resources 
is unique. Those who seek to en- 
rich worship and meditation through 
the beauty of the fine arts will con- 
tinue to cherish it as one of the ba- 
sic books in the church library and 
on personal bookshelves.—CHRIS- 
TINE BUDER 


GROWING IDEA 


Stewardship in the New Testa- 
ment Church (Revised). By Holmes 
Rolston. John Knox Press. 160 
pages. $1.50 (Paper). 


The sub-title of a book often de- 
scribes it better than the general 
title. This is true of Holmes Rol- 
ston’s book, Stewardship in the New 
Testament Church. The sub-title, 
“A study in the teachings of Saint 
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Paul concerning Christian Steward- 
ship” explains the thesis of the 
book. 

In the first three chapters the au- 
thor sets forth the background of 
stewardship in the Old Testament, 
in the teachings of Jesus, and in the 
experience of the early church at 
Jerusalem. From a study of Paul’s 
letters, Mr. Rolston offers valuable 
insight into the Christian concept 
of stewardship. 

One of the dangers in stewardship 
preaching has been an_ exclusive 
emphasis on tithing. This faulty 
concept has affected the whole 
stewardship program of the church. 
This book can help one to discover 
the growing idea of Christian stew- 
ardship. 

At the end of each chapter can 
be found questions, which makes the 
book helpful for a study book. 

This book can assist ministers and 
laymen in discovering Paul’s con- 
cept of Christian stewardship.—Jo 
M. RILEY 


BIBLICAL UNITY 


A Biblical Approach to Unity. By 
E. Lyall Williams. The Austral 
Printing and Publishing Company. 
190 pages. $2.10. 


The distinctive mark of this book 
on church unity is the irenic spirit 
in which it is written, and the exer- 
cise of the Christian virtue of char- 
ity in discussing issues. Toward the 
last of the book, Professor Williams 
says: “The approach to Christian 
union calls for a spiritual maturity 
which is manifested in bigness of 
heart and mind. We shall fulfill 
our mission only as we attain spirit- 
ual maturity in Christ.” This fairly 
represents the spirit of the author 
in his approach to the problems of 
Christian unity. 

The primary solution offered is a 
rather conservative view of Restora- 
tion of the New Testament church 
as the key to the union of Christen- 
dom. The general position of advo- 
cates of Restoration is outlined with 
abundant references to scripture. 
It is emphasized that the Restora- 
tion of the New Testament church 
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is incomplete without the union of 
the churches. And the tensions be- 
tween Restoration, freedom, and 
authority are recognized. Before 
people of a “liberal” mind hastily 
dismiss Restorationism they should 
ask themselves, Is the New Testa- 
ment irrelevant to Christian union? 
If not, then how is it relevant? We 
are indebted to Professor Williams 
for the searching spirit in which he 
has approached this problem. 

There are some questions, how- 
ever, which this book does not solve, 
at least to the satisfaction of many 
outside the Disciples of Christ move- 
ment. One is the question of the 
form of church government. Not 
many scholars agree that congrega- 
tionalism was the form of the New 
Testament church’s government. At 
best, it would appear that it was 
only one form of polity which was 
known, and that there are ample 
reasons to regard synodical govern- 
ment as the prevailing form, and 
the rudiments, at least, of the epis- 
copacy are also indicated. In the 
face of the evidence, it is not likely 
that the church will ever be united 
into a congregationally governed 
unity. 

Moreover, if the New Testament 
church were so perfect in its unity, 
how and why did it ever get di- 
vided? To say that the division is 
due to the sin and ignorance of men 
is not a sufficient answer to justify 
Restoration, for it would appear that 
the form of the church then was 
not adequate to deal with human 
nature as it is. 

Perhaps the hope for the unity of 
the church is not in a sterile Resto- 
ration, but in a Renovation, a new 
kind of Church, heir of all that is 
good in the old, but open to the 
creative power of the Holy Spirit. 
This we believe is coming to pass 
in the ecumenical movement. Pro- 
fessor Williams makes a staunch 
plea for participation in the ecu- 
menical movement, and acknowl- 
edges the “onward tide of the 
Spirit.” 

This is a book worthy of careful 
reading and_ consideration.—WIL- 
LIAM J. JARMAN 
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Your Building 
Questions Answered 
by Harold L. Herndon 


QUESTION: Our people are afraid 
our members will not give to our 
building project unless they can see 
what our building will actually look 
like. How complete should our 
plans be before going into our fund- 
raising program? 


ANSWER: You have asked one of 
the most common and basic ques- 
tions to be considered at the begin- 
ning of any building-fund program. 

This question raises the basic is- 
sue of what motivates sacrificial 
Christian giving to a building pro- 
gram. Do people give because they 
like a particular type, size, or de- 
sign of a building? Or do they give 
because the church needs new and 
adequate facilities for worship, edu- 
cation or fellowship, in order to 
carry out a more intensive program 
of service to the community and 
God? 

Actually, there is nothing wrong 
with liking a certain design or style 
of building. However, the danger 
lies in the tendency of congregations 
and individuals to vote for or against 
a certain style or design of building 
with their money. While they may 
not be opposed to a new building 
as such, their giving may indicate a 
positive or negative view when it is 
based entirely upon the plans. It 
is the experience of our department 
of fund raising (and this experience 
is shared by many other denomina- 
tional and commercial firms in the 
field) that the best results in any 
fund-raising program can be ex- 
pected before final plans have been 
drawn. 

The greatest victories can be ex- 
pected when people are urged to 
give out of love and devotion to the 
church and to meet the overwhelm- 
ing needs of more adequate facili- 
ties. Thus, the plans are developed 
out of the loving sacrifice of the 
members and reflect the scope of 
their total stewardship. Each gift 
made to the church becomes a vote 
for the total size, shape and design 
of the future building. 

This approach, however, does not 
eliminate the service rendered by 
the department of architecture of 
the Board of Church Extension. 
Through this service our churches 
have the advantage of having com- 
petent advice on the solution of 
their problems and having prelimi- 
nary architectural studies of the 
suggested solution without expen- 
sive commitments to architects or 
for actual building plans. 

This service allows the church to 
arrive at a practical solution to its 
problems and gives the average 
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church member a chance to visual- 
ize and anticipate the results from 
his sacrificial gifts. 

The chronological procedure rec- 
ommended by the Board of Church 
Extension in any church building 
program is as follows: 

(1) A general consultation with 
one of the officers of the Board of 
Church Extension to analyze the 
financial capacity of the congrega- 
tion and to determine a tentative 
time schedule on which to proceed. 


(2) Secure an architectural con- 
sultation with the Department of 
Architecture of the Board of Church 
Extension to analyze the church’s 
building needs. 

(3) Conduct a building-fund pro- 
gram. 

(4) Review the preliminary stud- 
ies in the light of the results of the 
building-fund campaign. 

(5) Employ a local architect to 
prepare the final drawings in light 
of the suggested preliminary plans. 
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| [pesca particularly to be useful to lay men 
and women, this new 25-volume study tool 
opens the door to richer understanding of the 
Bible. The 25 authors are outstanding inter- 
preters of the Old and New Testaments, chosen 
for their ability to write in layman’s language. 

Technical terms (such as Greek and Hebrew 
words) are avoided. Every passage in the Bible 
is thoroughly explained, and introductory articles 
give the message and background for each book 
of the Bible. Volume I has five articles which 
illuminate. the history, message, and meaning of 
the entire Bible. 

Physically, LBC volumes are planned for 
maximum readability, with bindings built to 
last a lifetime. Yet the cost is low enough to 
enable nearly everybody to buy the LBC over 
the 6-year publishing schedule. 

This is a stimulating tool—to be used by 
teachers, study groups, families, ministers, 
writers, libraries; and above all, for personal 
study of the Bible. 


JOHN KNOX PRESS 
Richmond, ta oa at 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





No Man-made Formula 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


In your issue of July 5, I find 
a statement in your editorials about 
the United Church of Christ in which 
you say that our people are dead 
in earnest about the unity of the 
church but we don’t know exactly 
what to do about it. 


Why don’t we know? We should 
know. We have been invited to at- 
tend all discussions leading to a 
statement of faith and a consitution. 
If these statements contain more 
than the Scriptures, they contain 
too much; if they contain less than 
the Scriptures, they contain too lit- 
tle; if they contain just the same 
as the Scriptures, why have such 
statements? Why not take the 
Scriptures and follow them and be 
done with it? We don’t need any 
such statements. 

Farther down I find a paragraph 
stating that “if we should commit 
ourselves to a denominational status 
and insist on a one-way door to 
the Kingdom through our particular 
movement, then we might as well 
never have been born.” There is 
a one-way door to the Kingdom and 
only one, not through our move- 
ment but through the Scriptures. 

There are just two ordinances in 
the church, baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. Baptism, with faith, re- 
pentance and confession, which must 
precede it, is the only essential to 
getting into the Kingdom; the proper 
observance of the Lord’s Supper, 
with a growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of the truth, is the only 
essential to staying in after you get 
there. All other things are matters 
of opinion and are tolerable, except 
a few man-made doctrines which 
are contrary to scriptural teaching 
and which we cannot tolerate. 

Some time ago I noticed that 
some were trying to develop a 
formula on which we could all unite. 
Whenever Christendom gets ready to 
lay aside stubborn contrariness and 
follow the Scriptures, we will have 
a formula on which we can unite 
and we won’t need a man-made one. 

That is where our brotherhood is 
falling down. Why can’t our lead- 
ers make that point clear to the 
unionists? Take the Scriptures for 
all essentials and let them have all 
the opinions they want. That used 
to be our slogan; have we forgotten 
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it? Then get in with them and go 
to work. 

Some complain that we can’t 
agree on interpretation. When we 
go to reading the Bible with an open 
mind instead of through some creed 
or some preconceived prejudice, we 
can soon work out the interpreta- 
tion—V. W. McCoy, McCune, Kan- 
sas 


EpDITOR’S COMMENT: Brother Mc- 
Coy’s views are shared by most of 
the church world, that “the one- 
way door (is) not through our 
movement but through the Scrip- 
tures.” His statement of faith in 
the following paragraph is not the 
same that others use in summariz- 
ing scripture. So, what seems sim- 
ple to us, evidently is not simple 
as long as division exists. We agree 
with the writer that “reading the 
Bible with an open mind instead of 
through some creed or preconceived 
prejudice” is the most fruitful pro- 
cedure we can follow. We have 
been happy to observe and to take 
part in such discussions with peo- 
ple of many traditions, in several 
countries of the world. Only re- 
spect for one another will lead us 
away from preconceived dogmatism 
and to oneness in Christ. 


Party Insulated 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


The Houston, Texas, party of Bob 
and Joanne King, covered in Life’s 
August 10 issue, should be of inter- 
est to all Christians, particularly the 
photo of the “Christian” girl being 
carried off to the stake for burning. 

It is not entirely clear from the 
wording of the opening paragraph 
that this sort of party was actually 
Bob and Joanne’s idea. At any rate, 
are we to assume that the Kings 
and their playmates are so com- 
pletely insulated from current world 
affairs that they do not know that 
true Christians are being tortured 
and slain for their faith in many 
parts of the world today?—WIL- 
LIAM H. WorrILow, JR., Lebanon, Pa. 


EpItTor’s COMMENT: 
pretty callous. 


People are 


Personal Help 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Many thanks for printing a part 
of my letter to you in. the May 
10 issue of your very worthy paper. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


Letters... 


It was the means of my getting in 
touch with a former very dear 
friend, Mrs. S. H. Zendt of East 
Peoria. I attended her wedding and 
wedding breakfast, so both feel very 
appreciative to you. She read the 
article and wrote me asking if I 
were Sara Coffon. I was, and we 
have written many letters to each 
other trying to make up for 50 years 
of silence. 

I also heard from Miss Norma C. 
Brown, have been placed on Eureka 
College mailing list, and have be- 
come a subscriber for Alumnus, all 
due to the May 10th issue.—Mrs. 
Sara L. Goss, Wenatchee, Wash. 


Fair Discussion 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I was much interested in your 
editorial in the June 7 issue, “The 
China Story,” and called it to Dr. 
Poling’s attention. He and I both 
feel that your reference to him was 
most fair and gentlemanly. It is 
certainly in this spirit that the prob- 
lem should be discussed.—KENNETH 
L. WiILson, Managing Editor, the 
“Christian Herald” 


True to Heritage 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


May I congratulate you on a fine 
religious periodical? I do not al- 
ways agree with everything you 
print, but that is perfectly normal 
in most instances. Freedom of 
thought and difference of opinion is 
one of our Disciple heritages.—WIL- 
LIAM K. THOMAS, Beech Grove, Ind. 


Faithful Reader 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I have taken The Christian-Evan- 
gelist ever since I became a min- 
ister in 1893. I was born when Jef- 
ferson Davis was president of the 
Confederacy, Dec. 20, 1863. I am 
now living in the Oklahoma Chris- 
tian Home. I came up the hardest 
way possible, but preached the gos- 
pel for 60 years, including supply 
work, mostly in Missouri.—JEFFER- 
SON DAviIS GREER, Edmond, Okla. 


Appreciation 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


This is a note of appreciation for 
your editorial of June 7 issue. I 
think it is superb.—JosEPH B. FITCH, 
El Dorado, Ark. 
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The best little helpers 


to build attendance 


in your church school! 


1. ATTENDANCE CARD AND SEAL AWARDS. 
Select any of the colorful designs for your entire class. 
Give each member a card. For each Sunday that he is 
present and on time, give him a gummed seal of the 
appropriate series to stick on his card. CARDS, 45¢ 
per dozen, $3.50 per 100 (minimum order 12 of one 
kind); SEALS, 40¢ per package (packages cannot be 
broken ) 


2. VISITOR’S WELCOME CARDS. A lovely greet- 
ing card, appropriate to send to children visitors of the 
church school. Four-color, with Scripture verse and 
correspondence space. 20A246, 25¢ per dozen, $1.50 
per 100 


3, VISITOR’S WELCOME CARDS. A fine card for 
extending a welcome to parents of children visitors. In 
this way you'll encourage them to come along with 
their children. It has a Scripture verse on the front, and 
correspondence space on the back. 20A247, 25¢ per 
dozen, $1.50 per 100 


4. VISITOR’S WELCOME CARDS. A cordial invi- 
tation to visitors to come back and attend your church 
service. It will make them realize that your church is 
truly concerned with every individual who enters its 
doors. 20A193, 25¢ per dozen, $1.50 per 100 


5. VISITOR’S ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATE. This 
visitor’s card serves to certify that a pupil from another 
church attended your class. You'll encourage them to 
come back more regularly. Attractively lithographed. 
20A195C, 25¢ per dozen, $1.50 per 100 


6, NEWCOMER’S WELCOME CARD. If you are 
looking for a way to make newcomers feel at home in 
your community, send them this card. It symbolizes 
your church as the center of community life and makes 
them want to become part of that life. 20A162, 25¢ per 
dozen, $1.50 per 100 


7, NEW MEMBER’S WELCOME CARD. A friendly 
message to new members expressing your happiness 
with the fact that they have joined the congregation. It 
pictures a lovely view of a church from a home window, 
with a Scripture verse and correspondence space. 
20A190C, 25¢ per dozen, $1.50 per 100 


Refer to pages 62 through 66 in our general 
catalog for other absentee cards. 
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QUESTION: Pulpit prayers 
concern me. Just how far is a 
minister justified in using the 
printed prayers of others in the 
pulpit? Why do some ministers 
ramble on and on in their 
prayers using the same phrases 
Sunday after Sunday? 


ANSWER: May I assure you 
that pulpit prayers concern me 
also—especially my own. This 
is a field in which I have never 
excelled and too often have 
failed completely. The minis- 
ter that does not agonize over 
his pastoral prayer is not likely 
to be much of a pastor. 


The prayer time on Sunday 
morning is not an occasion for 
the minister to prove to the 
worshiping congregation that 
he is a user of fine phrases and 
excels in grammatical perfec- 
tion. It is a time when he must 
be the true priest of his people. 
He must bring them collectively 
and individually before the 
throne of grace. He should, if 
possible, cause his people to fol- 
low him in praise and thanks- 
giving unto God and then lead 
them to seek forgiveness for 
their sins, strength for their 
tasks, comfort for their sorrows 
and divine guidance for the 
morrow. 

If a minister is able to ac- 
complish all this by using the 
printed prayers of yesteryears 
more power to him but if, by 


using these prayers, he loses 
his people after the opening 
sentences he had better just 
beat his breast and cry out: 
“God, be merciful unto me a 
sinner. Amen!” 


As you have suggested in 
your question, a careless extem- 
poraneous prayer is likely to be 
more detrimental to true devo- 
tions than the prayers from 
some prayer book. Some have 
contended that in prayer all 
that is needed is to open the 
mouth and the Lord will give 
the words. I would not want 
to hold the Lord responsible for 
all words or expressions that I 
have heard in public prayer. 

Maybe we have wandered far 
from your subject. Let me now 
suggest that if we want to de- 
velop the fine art of public 
prayer we should read and ab- 
sorb the written prayers of 
others. 

It would seem to me that I 
have been most helpful in the 
pastoral prayer when I made 
careful preparation. To do that 
I have tried to absorb the 
prayers of others including the 
Psalmist and then by thinking 
of the people that will be in the 
pews I have written a prayer 
with the aim of lifting some of 
the burdens that the people 
carry and leading all to a sense 
of renewal at the holy altar. 
These written prayers have 
sometimes been taken into the 
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pulpit and at other times they 
have not. I make no attempt 
to memorize but I do take into 
the pulpit an outline of the 
prayer which I have written. 

Having suggested the above 
plan let me also say that I be- 
lieve it is even more important 
to prepare the minister than it 
is to prepare the prayer. This 
takes more time and more con- 
centration but brings great sat- 
isfaction. We ministers must 
realize that we cannot lead our 
people anywhere that we our- 
selves have not been. 

Real prayer is costly. Words 
are cheap and nice phrases can 
be easily coined. A sanctimoni- 
ous voice may impress a few 
people but I doubt if God even 
hears it. The real gold of di- 
vine fellowship is found only 
after digging deep to under- 
stand God’s word and God’s 
way. Unless we rise from our 
prayers ready to do something 
for Kingdom building our 
prayer has been only a farce. 

The story is told of the con- 
version of the laziest man in 
town. Soon after his conver- 
sion his pastor called on him 
for prayer. He started by say- 
ing “O Lord, use me, use me, 
use me,” then he thought of 
what that might mean so he 
continued “O Lord, use me—in 
an advisory capacity.” Too 
many of our prayers reveal the 
fact that we want to be used 
only in an advisory capacity. 





